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THE TORIES HAVE watted no time 


mn pekng home the advantage of 
the eection Victory. Theatr new 

~partiamentary programme inchuches 
attacks on the right to strike, trade 
union finances and rule books and 
mnsuTis to privatise nationalised 
iIndusiry and to prevent “overspen- 
ding’ by local councils. 

OFA the infuttrial iron they have 
already givan British Teleaceny mat 
agent the go-ahead to prowgke a 
dispute over the installation of the 
private Mercury COMmITUnMICaTION 343- 
tam. Private canitaets have alo 
reoogelsed the green light, arwaut- 
eng thousands of mew medina 
within days of the @ection result, 
At the same time mortgage rates 
have been racsocd. 1.25%, 

Yet then victory Mas not €sef- 
tially solved any of the Tories fun 
damental problerns. British industry 


is sill along way trom being able ta 


compete effectively internatianaily, 
state spending is still far higher. than 
tha Toric: themselyet want amd, 
whilst productivity of thase still at 
Work a improve, overall pro 
duction tft 4 lower than when the 
Tone tame to power in 1878. For 
the first time sine the industrial 
Revolution Britain is now dh nat 
mporter of finished manufactured 
goods. Thea UK recorded a deficit 


of £664 miltion ba it trade in mars 


factured goods during the tirst quar: 
tet of the year, 


Thés has prompted the house jour 


nal of the more crazed and militant 
chon of capital, The Economet, 
to complann that Thatcher “has not 
yet proved That she has a coherent 
Political strategy’, 
that. although thea Tories has dis- 
Raye Sore preity fancy footwork 
im the fast tour years, cutting back 
ee nuriber of strikes, increasing 
unemployment, dateating the stael- 
Workers, railway Ae and health 
workers whilst carthully ayording a 
stand up fet with, for exanyala, 
the miners, they hive not vat lan- 
ded a real kmockout blow to The 
warking chess ta whole, Indeed, 
average earnings have just about Kept 
pace with price rises over the last 
Tour years, according ta govern- 
ment Statistics, 

4 thoroughgoing defeat of the 
fort fie Eeanonmst wants to sae 
would mean mot juste wage Treeze 
while prices rose but an actual cut 
in waoes of the.ordar of S0-40%. 
This i¢ the meximum programms of 
the British bodses. And tha do mot 
wart a small drop in union mamber- 
ship caused Oy unemployment fut 
the loss of millions of merniteers as 
tha closed shop is destrowed and 
union mambership in itself threatens 
job security. 

That is the scale of the attack 
tha Torts need to mount - and 
thay need to mount it fast. By late 
1076 wr 1986 rayvanie tram Werth 


an-industrial subardies, the AH 
social and weitare provision. This 


By this they mean 


largely thls revenue that has funded 


thea (norte Stile expenditure ot 
the last four year. In-turn intenast 
rates Would ride and the pound, GoOn- 
gaquently, stramgthen. The result 


inpm@arts, an imabality to compete on 
the world market and insufficient 


fepital to-invest in mew industry 


Within Eritsin, 


Within the mext two veers than, 
the Tories have to cut state spending 
S. and 


the strategy’ that lies behind the Tor- 
ia programme for the coming per: 
oa. It is a sirakegy that requires. a 


massive drop in the living standards 
of thea mass of workers, 
four years have essentially bean 

years of preparation for the eoaming 
attack, Thee introduction of the anti- 
union lows of Prior and Tebbit, thea 
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removal af social securnty payment 
fram strikers, the development of 
sneciaiised police squads for dealing 
with crowd control-and pitkets, the 
nicking off of the weaker sections 
of the working class have al! bean 
designed with: this end im mine, 
The new Cabinet is stuffed witn 
handpicked Thateherttes: They now 
have absolute daminance in the 
FUlINg Cisss and mean to press on 
with their attacks fast. The newt 
ctace in the Tory strategy is to set 
Upoa fight in which thay can Geliver 
the knockout punch, 4 blow they 
hope can rock the whole working 
class dhack.on its heels. There can be 
little doubt that tis the miners 
that they have in mind, The much- 
publicised transfer of MeGregor 
from steal to coal, the stockpiling 
of six months supely of coal, and 
aftar the election, the admission 
that they have a big hit-list of gey- 


SEPTEMBER'S TLIC ANAILIAL Gon caso, refute ruling claig lhee pred organise 


gress-will discuss proposals for the 
creation of a daily newspaper sym- 
pathetic to the trade union and 
labour movement. Fearful for their 
public image, the frightened chiefs 
of Gongress Howse are coming chose 
to the idea that the labour more 
ment needs its own preg. 


The doction will have romindead many 


militants at just feow minch the offpeial 
m@dia hates the working cass. The un 
digquiced ghee of the SOP ond Tory 
media hacks will hare disgusted manr. 
Aun workers bnvelved in a eiike Gan 
voudh that the pross well crucafy the 
girikers Ane! bntimidate tha mara bheck- 
ward workers. 45 the Torigs rol! up their 
elemwret To chs battle with tha miners 


again oli the sinwayves and printing press 


Will be at thaar disposal as they will 
attempt ta persvathe the Miners that they 
Rave mot got a hope in hell or that they 
dre “heHling the notion to ransom”. | 


action and strugghe Will the conperw tre 
lurnctionaries of Congres Hous ba abl 
to deliver guch goods? No way! Thay got 
the trusted Lard Melariby ta do a Taa- 
sibility study to a 32 pepe tain alaily 
that would give ‘oritieal support’ to the 
falengt moavanment. His lordship reckars 
on needing to rains ER? million im order 
to produce 2 paper with a 30,00 ar- 
culation, Len hlurray has mow dechrod 
he support, This has proved the kias of 
death ta marr schemes betare, 

The Moraing Star is sulkimg about the 
propect. They had hoqed ta gat thalr 
sagging sales boosted from the cofflert 
of the trade ualon late. That's whi 
thay have ocompleined that hicCarthy's 
report appears to be Dosa on aA ands 
sdldus oeadaice of Crewing say oo- 
clicks fein Lie vege ee parinice oF 
tht mMorsnent's op qewsoaper hodlepe 
rhe Morning Star,” |dune 18th}. 

Ta fave the predysatian of 4 paper 
in the Ronde of the TUC is a sure fire 
way to kill he prikject, They want @ 
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anty pits for clogure, al! point toa 
showdown in the near future. | 
There can Se ne doubt that the 
working class will move to, defend 
itsalf “against the Torlas attacks. 
The tact four years have shown, quite 
consistently in all the mapor disputes, 
the existence of a stratum ef milit- 
ants welling te fight even after 
months of footdragging, obstruction 
and dovenright tabotams by thee 
bureaucratic trade union beaders, 
What ha bees lacking has Oeen thre 
ability of these militants to gain 
the tnadership of their strugglas, ous 
ting the leaders who will net ead, 
Thosa leaders were not stopped 
trom ieachiny @ lignt by either goverr 
mant leqishatian of passivity amang 
thelr meamiers, They chase not to 
fight and their choice was, ultimate ¥ 
a political choice, Contronted with 
a government that prowd!y declared 
that it would not turn away. trom 
its chosen strategy, tha union lmaccers 
realised that the escalation af any 
dispute would mean an inereas ics 
the forces the government vould 
mobili to ecsure victory,. In tie 
end success for any of tha smapor cis 
putes would have had to rméan 2 
showdown with the goverimant, 
Above all. they fearad that they 
would dom control of any strikes 
that they dia allow to develop, 
That's why they tried to prevent 
any effective strikes from starting. 
Although it expressed itselt in 
lack of organisation and. co-ordinatian 
amongst, for example, the rank and 
file-of the steel veorkers, health 
workers and water Workers, the in- 
daility af militants to ovarcame this 
bureaucratic betrayal was ultimately 
rooted ina oovities! weakness, They 
had no defences against their ower 
lagers, against the mecha ana 
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Want o paper that would make a funeral 
parlour catalogue rok exciting. Ore, most 
inigortantl;, they would want io stamp 
Gut any parliies Chat offandee! Wher oF 
their intended allies. Just ae they policed 
the People's March so they produced a 
tedious unpolitical pager in support of 
tha march. The Warning Ster could be 
wrong, The TUC would take more from 
the gapenence of the Stars polities and 
dreary style than its edijars might care te 
Ehink, Fn Len Murray's hands whet chance 
5 300,000 circulation dally workers’ 
rire spapert 

The working class noods a paper, It 
in 8 Hurthing tok of the labour mayve- 
ment totliy, Ma lees ia it an urgent task 
to support the print uniens and feght te 
iinpose the right of raply to ontieworking 
class articles m The bogsss' pre, The 
two tasks ore not counterpoged. At tha 
TW Gangrass this means fighting for an 
editorial board that is resporsible to, and 
recallabla by, rangk and file Trade union- 
ig, bt meas fighting for a paper that 
has no editerial bare ated rescoriptiord 
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against the uncertainties amongst 
the rank aad file, In tye end they 
gioo hed no ansver to the question 
af gowernmen 

With tha praesent 1assive pare 
liamentary majority af the Torws 
this remains at the heart of the 
proflems facieey mirteanets. To che 
nothing axcegt walt for the next 
election in the hope of a Labour 
Government would oogiously Ge 
suecidal. But to fight back challen: 
qué the right .of the Tories to rule. 
Ultimately there is no way round 
this problam, Because we think per 
liarmentary democracy 1s a sham 
that cloaks the ral power of the 
bosied ee bay the. work ars. haw 
ayary right to destray the Tory 
government 

In the coming period rutitants 
wlll Fave ta. Tight on tweo fronts. 
Firstly, amongst the rank and file 
tn oornvince then of the need to, 
and possibility of, mounting & gas: 
anseful fight against. the Tories. 
secondly, against the trade wnion 
leackers, Theor pod.than is now even 
worse than before. Wot only do 
the Tories take ne noti¢e of them 
but, (f povernment plans Were to 
he successful, the vary existance of 
some unions, and the tinarcial stabe 
lity of almost all of them, would 
be placed in jaopardy. Ane still 
thay have the prodlem that if they 
were to make. tho. beaises take novos 
af them they would have to ure 
laash forces they cannot control, 
forcas that could push them aside 
comeleataly, 

Milltants must organise to force 
the leaders ta fight, And when; 2 |i 
the case of Arthur Scargill, thay 
declara thet they re prepared ta 
light, militants must hold tham to 
account and ferce them. to put 
their vores into action, Ewery ttep 
the bureaucrats are forced to take 
in defanca af the unions or ther 
mambert rut be backed ip with 
demonstrations of rank and Tile 
support and demands ta go further. 
We must demand thatthe trac ure 
Tons should immathately withdraw 
frown “cordultative  bodias such a 
the MESO 2 When. the government 
ioves against any section otf wor 
hers, be it the NUM, the POEU oF 
come lass well organised group, the 
demand for TUC-arganised solidarits 
action must he raised and actin” wpe 
Inde pendend y. 

Within all disputes, larogor 
emall, militant: have to argue 
far the forms of organisations - dar 
cratic strike ComMmittegs, reqular 
report backs from stewards in work 
time, mas pickets and organised 
defence of tham, that can neat only 
win disputes but lay the bases for 
the action ceuncils and workers’ 
militia that will be necessary ta 
take on the forées of the gover- 
mart. 

Aut the Unions on @ Var Peat. 
Great afl all Talks with the Tories 
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THE TRADE UNION chiefs and the PLP leaders want to arrange a successor for Michael 
Foot as Quistly as possible. They are trying to stamp out any political debate in the lead- 
—— contest in order to rig wp a Kinnock/Hattersley joint platform - the bureauerats 

Thase i enormous pressure on Labour Party and Trade Union activists to go along 
with this unpolitical charade in the name of unity, Fewding in the Labour Party now 
fs claimed = would only serve the SDP. The left's darling, Tony Bann, has lent his 
eeaght to this argument. Immediately after the alection he declared: “Y believe thant i 
oot fore wey derge number of people, today, 19 Ue momow of a ‘ey 
cert a eo room for personal Oitterness or recrimination. and that the claiicl for we to 
be anvted and strong, to face this challenge ic the dominant thought in aur midst at te . 
nore. 

He has repeatedly urged his own vertion of a “dream ticket” with his calls for a col 
lective style leadership like a “wheel where each spoke gives strength and balance.” 

To give in to this pressure is to give up the fight against tha opanly pro- -beas right- 
wing in the party. ft allows the Trade Union and Parliamentary leacers to decide on 
Labour's leadership. tt will allow them to decide which of Labour's policies will be un- 
ceremoniously dumped. ' would be tantamount ta Labour and Trade Union activists 
agreaing to gag themselves. | 

The leadership election must be used a5 2 stage on which to debate polities in every 
Trade Union and Labour Party branch, At the wery leat branches must commit them- 





selves to voting only for candidates who defend those policies of the Labour Party which, 


iW implemented, would iin some measure defend the interests of the working class Each 
candidate must be forced to come ciean on emacthy where he ilands on the eitch-funt 
on recent conference demacratc reform, on bnmemnes Policy, on ooaiton with bea] 
SOP, on maintaining Polars and ging Cree Branches should onhy gee ther suoporl 
to candidates who will fight the nght and oppode ther podecors. 

We know very wall where the leadership candidates stand on oa se. anes bth 
hoary old bourgeois politician who is committed to the witeh-hynt and Inc sn 
He thinks Labour's road back to government lies in winning Rae reve inst of the manu 
facturing bosses, Hattersley has been the right-wing's trusted spokesman. This snanmy 
and mediocre scribbler loves to put himself about in ‘cultured’ ruling clas circles. He 
wee a close ally of Owen and Willians. He is-a staunch opponent of any Labour policy 
that militants would dafend or fight for, Neil Kinnock’s candidatura is no different. He 
ig the Trade Linton bureacrat’s favourite bocause they think he would serve their interests 
best, He would be better than Shore or Hattersley at rallying the faithful foot soldiers 
with flights of phoney socialist rhetoric, Crucially, he would guarantee to hold the line 
for the Parliamentarians and Trade Union overlords. He has supported the Witeh-hunt. 
He has supported Incomes Policy and oppased commiting Labour to nationalising the 
banks. Kinnock has been complicit in the deal to keep politics out of the campaign. He 
homes to win by backstage deals with the Trade Union barons, and projecting himself 
as the leader of the respectable howse-trained left, 











Only the left’s old war-harse Eric Heffer has given any commitment to oppose Labour's 


anti-waorking class policies. He says he's against the witch-hunt and tor ihe democratic 
reforms, He is preparad to commit himself to supporting unilateral disarmament and 
opoosing intone polleles. For those reasons Labour and Trade Union ectiviats should 
critically support the candidature of Heffer againat the other candidates. Yet it doesn't 
take much news to realise thet Heffer hasn't got a hope in this election. If it eventually 
takes place, the electoral collage might, at the outside, be treated to a second round mun: 
off between Kinnock and Hattersiey. 

Already the soft-headed “hard feft ara gritting thelr teeth and declaring for Kinnock, 
After the alaction wet annowneed Socaist Action declared that “to refuse to back him 
egainst Hattersley or Shore in the final alanysis would be an witra-left stupidity - handing 
the game to the right-wing without a fight“. (S54 17.68.83) Sacialist Orgeniser that week 
was calling¢on Dennis Skinner te stand and urging Jo Abchardsan te step forward tao: 
“tt would be good to have a woman candidate, and Jo Richardson is well qualified in 
other ways too." (50 16.6.835). By the next week however, it was announcing that im the 
pecond round it would end up voting “for the fakeleft Kinnook against the open right 
Hattersley." Labour Herald has suggested thet it too thinks that after Heffer “Kinnock 
would appear to be the least of the remaining evil’ (LH 17.68.89). 

In the existing campaign there has mot yet emerged one inch of difference on con- 
crete policies that would allow activists to commit their vote to Kinnock against Hatter- 
sley. At this morrent militants would have to declare that they would abstarn from vo- 
Ling ina “beauty contest’ ballot between these two, Of course things might mot stay 
that way. If the plans of the Trade Union leaders are successfully scuppered then the 
micths ahead could sae real differences emerge. 


Only if Kinnack care out clearly te deland pro-vwearking class policies agairat the right : 


could militants vote for him against Hattersley, That's not the way he, or anyone else 

in the Labour and Trade Union leadership intend te fight this contest. Only the inter- 

wentian of rank and file activists can break wo the plans of this cosy coterie of caresrists. 
The Trade Union leaders want to keep the bloc votes tightly in their own hands. 

In many unions the votes will be cast a5 4 resull of the executive's degision or the 

wishes of the union's delegation ta Party conference, Im some, the members will be oon- 

culted in branch ballots, It is vital that militants organise now to ensure that rank and 

file members discuss ancl decide how their wnion’s vote will be cast at socially convened 

meetings. The votes of the unions should be cast proportionately to refiect the varying 


| strangths of the candidates among the mambers. Only in this way can we break the 


| 


burraucrats’ grip on the Labour Party and drav new sections of workers inte open peoll- 
tical discussion, The aitarnative is that thowsands of workers will come to believe that 


| Tebbit is right. And they will agree that the Trade Unions’ links with the Labour Party 


| should be broken because they gin no voice to the majority of rank anc frie Tracie 
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LABOUR'S DEFEAT IN the General Elec- 
tion hat thrown the left inte turmoil. The 
Left have daimed major victories in the Lab 
our Party over the last four years. Ln its own 
way the Manifesto dutifully raflected these 
gaina for the Left. Yet these paper victories 
for the Left failed to halt Lapour's dectina, 

Labour's working class vote has been de 
clining throughout the 60s and 70s. This 
should tome as no surprise. The 145 Labour 
Government wis able to appmar as a govern 
mental reform which brought about srgriti 
cant benefits to large sections of Workers. — 
Wilson and Callaghan's governments appeared 
rather differant, Presiding over an ailing Brit- 
ish capitalism they attempted to hold wages 
down through incomes policy and tailed to 
introduce mawningtul improvements in soci! 
welfare provisions. No wonder then that Lab- 
our has inéreasingly been unable to rely on The 
backing of a passive and boyal working class 
wote No wonder either that the constituency 
perties shrank and, in many areas, became chortt 
inated by white collar public sector employers, 

Thatcher's victory and the bogst in the 
Alliance vote reflects a marked acceleration in 
that tendency, Only 39% of trade uniqniats 
voted Labour with the Tories commanding 
4% more votes from skilled manual workers 
than Labour, Despite fashionable talk of the 
North/South divide the features of Labour's 
dacdine are evident on a national scale, While 
over the jagt 9 years Labour has lost 62% of its 
seats in Southern England it has also fost 25% 
of ite seats elaewhers. This time round in 
Sheffield and Leecs there were higher than 
average drops in Labour's vote. The scale of 
the dramatic slump in Labour's fortunes ts 
evidenced by the fact that only 17% of first 
time voters put a cross for Labour, If was une 
able tO inspire confidence amongs! & younger 
generation for whom Thatcherlam can offer 
litthe but the dole quewe. 

Of course, short term and particular fac- 
fon served to accelerate Labour's decline, The 
bowrgeortie had no interest in Labour winning 
and were owt to sculpt the Alliance-into a cata 
sa — they ome. an alternative to That- 


ticularly lack-lustre, uncorvinoad and unconyin- 
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“A substantial minority of the PLP 
chose to hand the election to the Tor- 
ig on a plate and condemn Britain to 
ten years of Thatecherlam.”(No.23, 

10. 6.83) 


cing. Yet Foot's lascdership ts a fitting symbol 
of the dacrapitude and senility of the Labour 
Party ltself, It could offer no plausible alter- 
native that could galvanise workers to supe 
oort it, While the Tories fowght tooth and 
nail for their class tha Labour leaders bleated 
about unity. Labour's only strategy for new 
jobs was an implausible letter to tha IMF ra 








‘questing-@ huge foan In the méaddle of a bank- 


ing crisis, Its campaigns on paace, on lead in 
the petrol and animal liberation were all aimed 


at winning a mythical middle ground of concer- 


ned middle class yoters and came to nothing. 
In short, Labour has nothing to offer a vwor- 
king class that hes been ground down by four 
wears of government at tha hands of hard 
ruling class militants. 
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“For the first time since 1945, « poli- 
tical party with an openly socialist 
policy has received the suppor of over 
£4 million people.” 

“Socialism has. reappeared amce more 
upon the national agenda.” 

(Guardian 20.683) 


For same on the Jett the deteat can simply 
he ignared. Benn, for example, has decided 
that in fact Labour wan @ ereat victory on 
June 8th. In a Guardian articlé under the In- 
ereadible titla “Sorit of Labour Reborn Genn 
declared that the mecha had ignered the rost 
striking fact about the 1983 glectian, namely 
“that for the first time since 1945, a pollti- 
cal party with an openly socialist policy has 
received the support of over $4 million pec 
ple! Labour's defeat wes turned by Benn into 










Parharmrentarian he takes Labour's woters to be 
committed readers and endersers of Labour's 
Manifesto, With the typical complacency of a 
Parhamentary Left he declares socialist a mani 
festa which gave mo guarantee to cut unemplay- 
ment below a million: which gaye no commit- 
ments to nationalise firms daclaring raedundan- 
oes: which Would have paved the way for an 
incames policy aad which fudged the cis 
armamant igs, 


Since Bishop Stortford, Benn has been ax: 
tremely careful mot to break the pact he 
struck there with Healey, Foot and the TUC 
leaders, Mot for him, therefore, any attacks 
on the action of the.campaign leaders. instead 
he claims that reDorn British socialism was 
beaten at the polls because of a yicigus carn- 
paign against it which deliberately sat out to 
conceal the depth of support for Labour's 
ndlicieas: “YF yow faok at the public ooian 
polls that were never published, and f ment 
fheough then afowith graat care, poo weil 
find that for month after month the Srtish 
people, when asted for thelr fudgemert ov toe 
policies of the Labour Party centinmed fen 
time and time again,” [Socialist Action 17.6. 
Ad}. Quite consistently for Benn, theretore, 
all that is neaded is to kerp existing palicias, 
existing members and new. collective 'eacders 
while waiting for Labour's prophecies to ba 
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eonfirmed before the eyes of the electorate. 
“| baieve that as the eronthe go by, the rele 
eeece of what we aud’ wil! Decoot. apparent, 
ke @ prophecy soainst which we can fogs 
our Own experience“ {ibict.| 

Not party to the Bishop Stortford pact 
the Tribune hat felt free to place the blame 
for defeat on the shoulders of the Labour 
leaders, Acoording to Tribune, Labour's. “Guil- 
ty Men” were the right-wing around Healey, 
Ca leghan. Shore and Hattersley who daliber- 
_iaieotaged Labour's campaign and stopped 
, ; (Labour's Manitesto threatened to 
break the cosy bepertisan mouldof British 
solitics: “Rather then aflow that-te 
® gatetantial minanty of the PLP chose ty 
Aand fhe election to the Tories on a plate and 
Candee Britain to ten peers of Thatcher.” 
(Tribune 10.6.83), But the Trifune ec tee cal 
board chooses to egnore the fact that the 
Manittete represented a real fucige precisely 
om the ituet where the Aight take wkceotion 
eo the Laebowr Party-pobcy such as on Ineceres 
Foley and Ofsarmament. At the same time 
Trhune is silent on the fact thal the Left al- 
krawed Healey, Hattersley and Shore to call 
the shots and explain the policies throwghout 
the entire campaign. The Right were allowed 
to push the Left aside. LaSaurs campaign 
thowed just how shallow the Left's much vaurr 











“The recovery and renewal of tha Lab- 
our Party it aasured,” (17.6.83) 





ted wictories really wera and it showed quite 
how soimeless the Left's leaders were in prac: 
hee. 

For Bonn and Tribune Labour's policies 
are mot in question. The key to Labour's de- 
feat lied in the maans Gy whech Latour was 
prevented from addressing the-electorate, 4 
similar explanation has come from Campaign 
for Labour Party Democracy Secretary Vladi- 
mir Oerer, He puts the major blame on the 
Labour |eadershio's failure to make the 4 
ternative Economic Strategy the main plank 
of their platiarm because the current balance 
of forces in the party precluded Cebour advare 
cing 8 “Socialist Incomes Policy.” Even tore 
symptomatic of the right turn of Labour's Left 
are Derar’s charges against the Left. 

He acouses the Lett of having fo lake part 
of the blame for Labour's disunity which 
coat it dear at the election. “Unfortunately 
may of fhrose on the party's fet wing whe 
Ave Aelped to achieve Ladteur’s derocratic 
reform eoipletely fa! to aporeciate the pan 
mount importance of party urty." (Socialist 
Acthon 17.6.83). Wo doubt Labour's maw 
lwadership will ba able ta tely on Derer te 
join its campaign for unity against the Lett. 

A slightly different analys@. of.Lat-our's 
defeat has come fromthe pages of Labour 
Herald anckthe speeches of GLO leader Ken 
Livingstane. At least Livingstone has the sense 
to sae that Labour's policies Uhemselves had 
no heal atiraction for large numbers of wor- 
king class voters and to question the value of 
the Left's aclvances over the last years. Lab- 
our Herald (vol? no.40) declared “Thre fessor 
of Labour s defeats mot just that our feacder: 
sho wes nadia fut thar vis polices were 
bankrupt too.” Livingstone has regenthy crei- 
oaed the record of Labour's Lett im fighting 
for “accountability” aver they should have 
bean fighting over “policies.” But deine 
Labour Herald's analysis Hes yat another vwar- 
med wp variant of the Gankrupt policies of 
British jabouriem. Livingstone s amswer is for 
Labour to commit itself to “control capital,” 
Yet the history of ali Labour gowernmants has 
shown that caprtal went allow itself ta be 
controlled and. administered in the interests 
of the wearking claas. Either capital will have 
to be expropriated through streggla or it will 
maintain the means ta control a Labour ‘say- 
ernment, Livingstone has alsa isgued cach 
publicised calls for extra-parliamentary action. 
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But he's wroady get about tiearieg the Lab 
our GLC from any responsibility to mobilise 
to. stop the Tories’ plans. Speaking in Socsalist 
Organiser (No. 136 16.6.89) he declared “Gur 
orem i that we are in a poasinen of mes- 
ponding to vahar the Tories do. Were not in 
@ pawnen of being abve to initigte, Secause 
we erent ina pesition to mobilise the soc 

of forees required’ You come back fo what's 


always boon the ce - without fhe trade unions 


mooilised behing the Labour Party focally 

or nationally, there's @ very limited amownt 
you can oo.” So Livingstone puts the blaming 
on the ade LIP chines, far the GLC's faiture 

to successfully ragist | Once again its 
the rank sae fila trade untonists whe getthe- 
blame for the inaction of the left leaadars. 

Bann, Tribune and Derer have never hidden 
the fact that they are reformists from anyone. 
There i¢ nothing parteularly curpriseng tn their 
analysis or in their solutions. Vihat may be 
more surprising to-some however ip the stri- 
king similarity between the linaot Labour's 
established left and that produced by papers 
that declare thamsalyes to be revolutionary. 
Committed to reforming the Labour Party, 
“The Militant”, like Benn, cannot bring itself 
to face up to the historic deching of the Lab 
our Party. History is, in fact, working for the 
editorial beard. Two MPs make a-summes for 
the Militant, 

According to The Militants soothseyers, 
the Tories will split and the Alliance has 
already reached its peak, Ve ara told this cate 
porically. “5 the crisis unfolds thousands of 
workers will flood into the Labour Party: 
“Wany thousiads of workers wl! not rest 
content with trade unon actwity Sef wall 
draw the fogreal conmcfomon thet if sa necessary 
for them fo get invofved afso in the Cabour 
Party.” (Militant 17.6.83}. And this mass in- 
Aux will serve to Further isolate the Fight 
Wing in the party. After all, it was the Aight 
and not the Party's Left who suffered defeat 
at the alection,...accarding to Militant! tn- 
deed “all ia for the best in the best of all 
possible worlds!" “Wore and mere WN ae 
will come fo the conclusion advacated by the 
Militant that only socialist policies offera wey 
out of the enormous crvavs face! Oy socrety. 

A reborn Labour Party is bound to increasingly 
bear the imprint of ite ideas. und never mind 





“These election results are part of a 
decline in the Tory vote which hes 

now been going on for fifty years.” 

"The very stale of the Tories’ atsault 

on basic rights ig 4 reult of Thatcher's 

lack of authentic mass suppert.” (17.6.83) 
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of a decine of the Tory wote moich has now 
been gong on for ifty yeas. The vary 
ferocity of Thatcher's proposed attacks is 
supposed to neflect this decline and the Tory's 
dramatic insecunty: “The ven scale of toe 
Tones amu .on bac oghisis a result oF 
Thatcher's jack of authentic mass sappori.” 
Ross imagenes Thatcher 6 going to-abolish 
the GLC “because ihe is not.sum the Tones 
could win an election aganat Labour in Lon- 
don.” Perhags Ross has saen some of Benn’'s 
buried opinion polls! 
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Foss subscribed ta the Tribune view that 
the SOP picked up, votes that were “driven 
into their hands by, Callaghan and Haaley."’ 
Hie and Freenan paddle the Tribunite line 
that-Labour's politees thenmrwelves were oot 
properly presented to tha alectorate. For these 
acalled reyolutianaries the problam is pow to 
rebuild the Labour Party's support on :ts 
existing left policies but with a néw member 
ship of activists drawn in. from. the variaus 
‘aoverets against Thatefser. Thatemer's 
government will get weaker, It has no marr 
date to gavarn..and Ross's re-born Labour 
Party must therefore step up the fight ‘to 
get this-qovernment cut and to force a now 
general election in-which the Tories are 
crushed.” Socialist Action, stripped of a few 
of its infantile fartasies, finds itself poditically 
riatigaishabee tore 7 1b. 

Tha rest of the Left press has been pre- 
dietable. True ta form the “Bannite ~ Social ist 


Organiser could mot manage a veard of criticism 


of Bann and the Labour Left.in its post elec- 
tion papers. “And although, unlike Socials 
Action it-awes up that Labour's policies were 
wrong, it still laments the son-aetlviny of the 
Seciatists for a Labour Victory. campaign, 
which was formed to fight the election camp: 
ain ona pretifed list of those very same 
“Labour Policies”. 

What mace Michael Foot 4 loser has made 
a monkey out of the Left, All the pressure on 


the Labour Party activists will now be for them 


ta shutup and put-up so a5 to mot rock the 
boat, The sstablished Labour Latt will move 
right fast. Now is precisely the time that the 
blind alley of retormism needs to be explained 
and argued about with thousards of militants 
who wart to Know what happened. Now is 
the time when we peed ta make it clear that 
the working class does not need a Senitised 
Labour Parry bs it -im the hands of Benn or 
Kinnock. The task is net to re-build the 
Labour Party, Tie task ls, in fact, to build a 
revolutianary party that can etend #5 a real 
altermative to the bankrupt and discraditad 
programmes of Labour. Beon's “revolutionary” 
followers have thergelves been windad hy 
Labour's defeat, They have fino alternative ax- 
planation of t to that offered bey the referer st 
left, It pan come 3s no surprise that thay have 


Labour's dactining vote and diminisning support. 14 aiternative solution either 


“The racerenye anne! ranenal of ‘fe Labaur 
Party is assured,” 

Socialist Action too has its Hans Christian 
Andersen's ta hand to explain sway Labour's 
dataat. Accordiag to its editor Alan Freeman, 
it was the Left who lost the election by their 
silenca. In a cexretentary entitiad “Lett kept 
quict,.Tores Won" (54. 17.6,83] Alan Freeman 
prasants a crovelling criticam. of Benn for not 
speaking up on disarmament, While making 't 
claar that “Fiat aie net canine aayone's 
respect for ins jategaty Freeman suaqests 


that a speech on unilateralan from Benn vould 


have given new heart to Labour's activists 
and won over “millions in the peace mave- 
mant who had not made up their minds for 
Labour.” It might even have Durned the tide 
against Callaghan! But the best fiction writer 
on Socialist Action remains John Ross. This 
political cammentator claims to have dis 
covered that in reality the election results 
highlight the decline af the Tory party. His 
version of Béenn's “Spirit of Labour Aeborn” 
ig the claim "These alection mesusts are part 
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Stop 
| privatisation — 
plans 


The. follawing article cn privatisation 
and the NHS is reprinted from Vor- 
ors Powers’ action programme. for 
health workers whieh has just. been 
pu toli sive. 





Harlth worked faca o pew threat to their 
yobs and incomes --privatiaitian. Tha Tories 
aim is 4 wholeale handing over of the aro- 
fitabta sactions of the MAS te the private 
sector, Health werkers must fight for a heelth 
aervice free at the tima of naad onal against 
the introduction of a two ter service, one 

for the rich @nd ome for tha poor, 

The first steps ‘towards privatisation chine 
through pay Bede in the NHS. The Labour 
penmant equieocated on the iste and made 
it easier for tha peivete sector outsics the 
NHS to take @ firm towhold, The Tories. 
through the 1990 Health Sarvicas Act, af a 
stroke, keocked down virtually all Garces 
for the privite sector. Coneultents hewe new 
eantrects ollowing then to undarteke private 
work without damaging their WHS status and 
pay beds ate mot to bo phased out. 

Morcover the Seacratary of State under 
that Zuct is empowernd to make MAS service: 
snd aceernodstion srailable Iq private pat: 
jants ered authorise private practic# in an WHE 
leosgital where demand requires it. Health 
workers must black all prodte work in the 
MHS. thet ie poy beds, diagnostic procedures 
cock a boo taste, K-raye and all operations 
amd trestment. There should be np Go opera- 
ten woth consultant’ oF other medical prac- 
vitioners using MAS time ar equipment for 
thalr profitesring. 

The private soctor, guieda the MHS, baa 
n consideraiiy with tha anoouragament 
af the Tory governement both directhy thatgh 
paslation dnd indiracthy through outs, In 
{S827 thara were 140 acute private bnplta& 
with 75.000 beads Thare are plonty of profits 
to ba made out of agile haalth Core, a0 much 
ao that companies wot connected with health 
are taking 2 keen interest. British Caledonian 
Ainwiye and Trafalgar House are in disauidiard 
ower the building of @ privaie® hodpital near 
Gatwick. Airport. This private sectar Aas growin 
up on the back of the MHS amd ite work- 
force, milking it of funds, tachnalagy and 
staff, Thesa private eonéortiums should be 
Immediately metionalied without compen 
satian ond integrated inte the NHS under 
workers carntrol. 

Another area Uhat has profited consd- 
erably under tha Tories it the private fiealth 
insurance sector » companies like BUPA. The 
umber af subseribars fas more than colle 
batwaon 1979 and 1983, Subseriptiors of 
F125 millian yielded peofits for BUPS and 
PPP af E40 mitliom 11] health is a wary pre 
fitebla business. EETPU negotiated entry into 
a private mectical achene for 40,000 elon: 
triclars a5 part of a wage deal, All duch deals 
should be ecrapaed. There should be no_an- 
equragemont of such achees in tha Trade 
Unie mowerre rt. 

Geoftrey Howe is obviausly pleased wrth 
the growth of thes ichentes but In keen to 
force Them te gra even more? “Privete teat 
iraurance if already dee af Britain's grown 
industries, Weourgst cacounnage ff te gro 
festor"” duly 1az) 

The one ‘way the Tories can ersure the 
growth of private health insuranes is through 
privativing the. WHS. This is the arm of Tory 
gtretagy. Their attempts began in Juma 1980 
through @ clreular encouraging contracting 
out, which wes beqely ignored by Araa Health 
Authoritias at the the. The Tories in Merch 
1989 have made 1 elar that laundry, catering. 
and damastle sarvboas (ho start with} must be 
tunderad out Financial ingentived have been 
offered. Thasa move; aro 6 direct atteck an 
those sections that hava been traditionally 
better onganized and taken aclhian On jay, 
condittans aed the cuts Privatisation = 4 
polities! move ageing! health workers and 
ageinat the WHS. it will meine Break up of 
union orpenesations, radundamcias, lowaring 
of waga rates, deterioration in qomhitians, 
scraping of Maalth and satety. |i must be 
fought oationally ard loeally with direct 
action, mas pickotsy, necuqWd tens To prevent 
moaning aut of oquepment ard strike action. 
Nie contractor should be allowed indice the 
hospital getes. Gil prawnt contractors should 
lie Kklekend out. There should Se ne co-tmpar- 
ation wilh cantret workers alraady there. 
‘Workers comenittess should Be éleeted to 
rmonitar all ataripets at worntracting aut aned 
all other priveie work, The District Health 
Autharity should open the looks to wer- 
kere” inspection te pin-paint all areas of pri- 
vite Work. i 
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POUR TEARS AFTER the overthrow of the 
pees [ts severest test yet. On the Honduran bor- 
ders in the North, the CIA and Honduran Army 
backed “oontras”. numbering several thousand 
heavily armed guerillas of the openly Somozist 
Fuerza Democratia Nicaraguense (FON), have 
launched a number of full scale incursions into 
the country. In the South, “democratic little 
Costa Rica” is busily aiding and abetting Eden 
Pastora’s (formerly “Commander Zero” of the 
FSLN) Alianza Revolucionaria Democratica 
(ARDE! im its queria campaign. 

These develooments mark a new stage in US 
imperialism's campaign to destabilise and over- 
throw the Sandinista regume, an objective open- 
ly proclaimed in Aeagan’s election platform 
For US imperialism this objective become: more 
urgent a8 its puppet regime in El Salvador faces 
serious reverses at the hanck of the Fh Lh 
guerilla forces, despite massive imereased in Aum- 
ernican military and economic aid. At all costs 
te LS. must avoid the victory of 
another anti-imperislist movement in Central 
America which would strengthen the hand of 
the Sandinistas against Washington, and threaten 
other US @uppet regimes in Honduras and Gua 


temala. Tine Magarine recenthy surmimed up what 


it called Riescan’s “broader plans”, “to win the 
war in E/ Safvedor, find working ground arn 
Guatenaia’s dictatorship, to back up Honduras 
ead Costa Arar - and fo sQuUeeee Aicarague 
uti! the Sancinetas topple.” (Time 6.6.85) 

The few urgency given to Washington's plans 
has been registered in the lawnehing of the new 
offensive by the contra: and the ousting of 
Thoma: Enders at Assistant Secretary for Inter 
American Affairs. Enders, it sopeies, hed pwen 
conmtenth optimistic reports of the situation 
n El Sabvedor which contradted Geprratecally 

testi) with the reality aod with UM Armieeeso: 
Jeanna Kirkpatrick's desire for more direct US 
vehement in Cantral Ametrca bo fave a Gri 
mitically deteriorating situation. — : 

Kirkoatrick has got her way. in the 
lest few meoonth: Reagan has dramatically stepp- 
ed up aid to Hendurat He intends to get rourd 
the fimit of 55 US acivisors in E! Salvador sim- 
aly by opening up a mew military training 
centre in Honduras - aiming at 100 LS “ad- 
visors training 2,400 Salvadoraan army troops 
within a few months, This will ail be backed 
by a newly installed, highly sophisticated Fla- 
dar installation near Choluteca, which is desig: 
ned to monitor alr traffic over Hondures, El 
Salvador and most of Nicaragua. Indeed such 
is the state of current surveillance over Nicar- 
egua that one US intelligence analyst recently 
bested “ie can fear a ftovlet flush if Mane 
gu. 

Reagan & stepping up ecanomec and polr- 
tical sanctions aimed aft stranghing the economy 
and building ua internal opposition to the San- 
Ginistas. The U5 successfully deployed this 
tactic against the Maniey regime in Jamaica. 
While allocating millions to “covert” operations, 
the US has used al! its weeght to Block etono 
mic ad t0 Nicaragua. Forty million dollars 
aimed at revitalising the fishing industry on the 
Atlantic coast was blacked by the US in the 
Inter-American Development Bank. The IMF 
and World Bank have come wider similar ine 
junctions. Most recently, the US government 
cut Nicaraqua’s sugar quota by 17% -oon the 
initiative, according te tha New York Times, 
of the National Security Council and State 
Department, which redistributed the quota to 
Honduras and El Salvador. This means a 
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further loss of 15 million dollars in exports in a 
eeriod when Nicaragua's Balance of trade is 
running a deficit of 500 million dollars @ year. 

In a further move to cut back US-Nicaraguan 
trade on June 7th Reagan closed down all six 
Nicaraguan consulates in tha US expelling 60 
staff. leaying the 20% of its entire foreign trace 
which Nicaragua does with the US to be con- 
ducted throwgh one office in Washington. 

This fatest round of attacks on the Nicaraguan 
government has had a major impact inside tha 
country. The economic destruction and dis 
ruption caused by the attacks of the contras ts 
an important destabilising factor. Most tac- 
torles- are now working at only GO% capacity. 
Kany basic necessities - incheding rice, sugar, 
tovlet paper, gasoling and cocking oll - are now 
rationed, while empty shelves and shortages 
have bed to a flourishing black market. In this 
Situation the continued strength of the capitalist 
sector inside Nicaragua poses a major threst 
to the gains made Sy the masses in the 1979 

fewolution. — ts 
“fifth column nas Nicaragua, the 
big captiaatens arganised in COSEP, have been 
quick to seize their chance. Wihile ‘the Dirac 
tors of Nicaraguan Sugar Estates, which own 
60-60% of the sugar industry, sent a “protest 
letter” to the US Ambassador over the quota 
cut, COSEP refused to criticise the US action. 
Even official Sandinista sources recognise the 
widespread pabotage being conducted by the 
Nicaraguan capitolats. Tomas Borge, Minter 
of the Interior, has declared that growing shor 
tages are the result of “economic tabotage by 
the private sector, while Sarria, the Sar 
dinista paper has been porting oul the role of 
the big merchants acd prevate wholesalers in 
contrifyting to the shortage by hoarding and 
uculstion (latenation! Press, 16.65.83) 

Ceaipte a “Detaprtiaten Law”, which 
threttern: heceicritant capetalnits weth maida - 
Beathon (fF tery run dower ther fectoregs im Pu:- 
carequa, — oe — ee if dos 
FurIning at. tr rout Fate of 112.9 mulii 





dollars area | Bla : ike Ex 
xon and [Cl are quite blatant in thelr actions, 
international Viewpoint (Jan G3) reports the 
case of Casa - an (Cl subsichary - and the big 
gest agri-chamical plant in Nicaragua - which 
set up a rival plant in Guatamala and proceeded 
te Fun down its operations through forcing its 
Nicaraguan plant to sell to ite rival cheap and 
buy dear! The Sandinista union in the plant 
wai broken, with the CST union secretary being 
barred fram the plant. No dowbt if the ClA 
backed forces grow in strength the capitalists 
will become even bolder in their economic sab- 
olage. 

The eresent developments in Nicaragua are 
beginning to expos the fatal flaws in the FS- 
L's strategy for the Nicaraguan revolution, 
The FSLN has never hidden its commitment 
to 6 mined economy ‘\.6.an economy in which 
the capitalists predommate asa ‘stage on the 
road to socialism. Tomas Borge, Interior Miri 
ster in the Government of National Recon 
struction, quite recently reaffirmed the FSLN's 
commitment to this policy In reply to 8 quEe 
thon from @ Le Mande reporter on the Impact 
of Reagan's pressure. Ha declared: “Veattever 
he dogs we wii! be merther more mor leer rad- 
cal Me gon't talk about political! pluralism are 
amined economy fo ofease the Americans, This 
is Our progranwre and we will continue ft no 
matter what policy Aeagean follows.” | lintercore 
tireotal Press 31. 1,83). 

Daniel Ortega, head of the government, was 
even more explicit in how the FSLN sees. the 
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—yate investment, However, tha developir 


Proseing Gold ore, Sram eid, Aicaragiar 
partnership with private capital. Following the 
timeworn Stalinist analysis of “good” and “bad” 
capitalists hea declared: “in Nicaragua there fs 
the kind of dwslnesaman who doesoT fee, who 
does t Aide Ais money, bot who invests it ad 
puts it at the service of the rewolution.” (iMeslrr- 
National Monitor May 81). 

Thit approach to the private capitalists ex- 
glaing both the continuing strength of the pre 
wale sector in Nicaragua - between 60-75% of 
the ecomomy remains in private hands - ard 
the continued emphasis of the FSLN govern 
ment on providing increased | : for pr 





perialist stranglehola on Nicaraque 1s axposing 
the deep contradictions in this policy, Having 
accepted that in the present “stage'’ of the re 
wolution it was imposible to end Nicaraguan 
dependency on the imperialist powers, tha gov- 
arnmment saw iteelf inatead as “ divaraitying 
dapendancy’’ through ald from Western Europe, 
Latin 4umerica, tha “Socialist” countries and the 
Avab O71 States. While this has had some suc- 
oes One result it that foreign debt now stands 
at 2.5 billlan dollars, one of the highest per 
capita in South America, while 40% of Nicara- 
gua's @xport earnings goet on servicing it. The 
result i¢ a chronic etenomic crisis In Nicaragua 
which, a¢ long a4 the capitalists. dominate the 
economy, can only be solved on the becks of 
the workers and peasants, 

The present government in Nicaragua, as we 
have said before, ls. one which, because it carr 
to @ower on the wave of a massive worker 
and peasant rising which mmashed the bourgedi- 
sie's army, js able to balance betwaan the major 
classes of Nicaraguan society. At times it leans 
on tha bourgeoisie for support and Hits out at 
the lett - strikes have been illegal in Nicaragua 
since Sept, 1881: trade unionists who have pres 
cad wage demands have been gacled, indapen- 
dant trade unlors harassed, The very same 
Borge who denounced economic sabotage has 
argued against trada union froedom to struggle 
against the capitalists In the following stark 
terms: “Tere are soe workers who Deere 
that the main ereamy of the working ofass 5 
the bourgeoisie, But the bouppeoisie as a class 
has bees metal wounoed if ifs country, and 
the dying have fever been oangerows ananiias,” 
(31.6.821 At other times, particularly when 
it is locked In conflict with imperialism, it beard 
on the controlled mass mobilisation of the 
Workers and peasants, 

The FSLASGRAN |s & coalition of aifterent 
political temdencios - from its priest father Mi- 


gual O° Eseeate la member of the US based hlary- 


keoll order) to its “Marxist-Socialist” Tomas 
Borge - united at the moment by its commit 
ment to defend capitalian in Nicaragua for 

the forseaanle future Such § coalition can only 
fragment under the prassure of the imperialist 
offensive. 

The Reaganitas havea yet to tighten the screws 
on Nicaragua as thohtiy as Elsenhower and 
Kennedy did to Castro’s Cuba in 1960. The 
US bourgeoisie is not yet sufficiently united 
around such a course and neither are significant 
sections of Eurapean capital, But as the bio 
ekade tightens and Nicaragua's economic crisis 
intensifies, oO mare and more sector of the 
Nicaraduan capitalists and petites ee 


ee 
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move into open opposition to the rageme. 
these circumstances the FSLM will face th 
choices that Castro's July 26th Movement 
Either thay can capitulate te imparialism’s 
mands, open up Nicaragua again te direct 
rapacious expleltation by the US capitalist 
prepare-themelves to be thrown from po. 
reliable stooges of the US. Or they can att 
ta defend themselves against the ier per ialis 
onslaught. 

Effective defence agairat imperialism ts 
possible without the expropriation af the 
who are holding a dagger to the heart af t 
revelution = the capitalists. As Castro disac 
in Cuba tha exoeropriation of the capitalist 
becomes a life ad death matter as the im 
ists cloge in. But the absence of a revolut 
party based on revolutionary organs of the 
kers and peasants means that ayven if the F 
(or elements within it} carried through the 
axprooriation if would be carried through, 
in Cuba, in a Bureaucratic fashion, The po 
complexion of the FGLN means that it we 
not be accompaniad by independent mobi 
cation: of the masses, the struggle for wor 
control im the factories, or the orgenisatior 
sovlate Uniting the workers and peasants ir 
deferce of the revolution, Ss in Cuba the 
king class would be deprived of diract poll 


‘power throughout the process of creating 


buraaucratically degenerate workers’ state. 

The present Gonapartist features of Sane 
dinista Nicaragua, the powerless and plebis 
ergaca of “Popular Power’, (the Sandinst 
fence Committees, the Sandinista Trade uni 
organisations, the Eoonarmic Aeactivisation 
samblins. ete) Will in such @ situation, beco 
tha organs of a bureaucratic overturn, 6 I 
Cuba, which beth expeopriates the capital 
class aad excludes the working class from 
tical power, 

It is possible, Out by no means inewitab 
that the Soviet bureaucracy would be prec 
to aid and underwrite such an over-turn. | 
did so in Guba. But to date the “Socialist 
eountries fave been reluctant to aid the re 
which only receivas 17 of its ald fram. th 
quarters. The Soviet bureaucracy 1s extren 
afraid of becoming heavily embroiled in a 
frontation with US imperialism im its Balk 
and highly volatile “frant yard". Its own = 
nant economy weuld find the costs hard t 
bear. Evan if it was to back such 4 turn 6 
Sandinistas, It would do so in order to im 
its bargaining position with imperialism, tr 
ef solidarity with the oppresiecd anc and e 
plored. And a strict condition of Soviet a 
mould be tight bureaucratic control over t 
worker amd peasants of Nicaragua. 

The orimary task of revolutionaries out 
Nicaragua today is ta fight to defend the | 
regime against US imperialism's attacks on 
But such @ task dees not mean falling in 
the “stagist’” parspective of the Sanciirists 
ership, of defending It as a “Workers” and 
sants’ Government’ as the Amarican sectis 
the USEC does, The present regime *ar fre 
guaranteeing tha long-termocdetence of the 
araguan workers and peasants and the gain 
the 1079 revolution, is pursuing @ policy * 
wl ersure their defeat in one form or an 
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THE BLOODY FEUDING within the Palestine 
Liberation Organesation (PLO) since April this 
war is the katest consequence of tha defeat 
suffered by the PLO at the hands of Israel in 
the Lebanon War of 1982. The rebellion 

led by daouty field commander Albu Pires - 

was toairked off by Arafat 1 appointment of Haj 
lara and Abu Hajim 2s PLO commanders in 
Syrian-controlled Lebanon. Their reputation for 
venalty and cowerdice amongst ordinary Fatah 
queriilas sparked the rewolt. Yet the real target 
of their venom was Arafat himeel*, 


Botween Seepbercntier TSS anil April of thi yaar 
the Palestinian fighter had wotehed wih alerm whilst 
Arafat shutthed across Uhe Arad world leaving batind 
@ trail ol diplomatic manoeuvres and shoddy deals 
with onperislen anal its lees! agents in Jordan, Saueii 
Arotas ard Equept. 

coer gine 1974 Aefet Fes gseerted the primecy ao! 
Arafat had ttenoed uo his efforts to recomele the 
Poletinian right to a staie with lsael i right to exest. 
The Reagan Plan of last autumn triad fo consolidate 
leraal's victory quickly with prapodads for a Wee 
Rank-—Jordan contedariion whieh would heave efactnre 
hy anmounied to trasmfarring the kas of the Palas 
tiniaee’ jail to King Moseeen 

The PLO aad th Arsh bourpeose reeponded with 
rhe Fer olen which efectiewly recognised lnranl’s 
right fo eocad by sanctioning its pre B67 oeeuietion 
Arata ved desaragtedy to reconcile the teo peens. 
more conceraed te astablih the right of ina PLO 
officiskjiam ta megotiste than the right of the Pode 
tiniars to Gve fren of Zionist terror. Arafat's chief 
sities, Wahil Shaat angquad: “Tie PLO fag oef rejected 
ne Aesget Pie, Oot cul sey ORV 20 regs 
tr pte. one fomking for weyr ff bring the 
Pi cite fopetaer™. 

Artat proved onable to sell the to the PLO's 
Motional Council in Aoril, The termmtonm within the 
PLO s largest group - Fateh - erupted. Meany gumri: 
as ara sickencd by Guafets mancuavra Ab one was 
reported as saying im the Beke'e Valley in Lebanon, 
Aratat “onby repro Fatah corporations, money, 
Botions, cars and seroplanes.” 

The guerillas closest to the Palaginaan faemilies in 
fhe clmpe. in the occupied fermtorias, know fram bit 
tt Oper ieee Thee epee y of @ OOM praothine with 
Zionian. 47,000 were killed or miutifeted lawt summer: 
thee shattered Gulidengs of Geiegt orovided rough tomb 








AFTER NEARLY TEN yaars of brutal dictat- 
orthip in Chile, the Pinochet regime is finally 
being rocked by mag: protests. On May 17th 
ond again on June 11th, thousands demonstrated 
in the streets against the regime and its policies. 
June Zird saw the first attempted general 
mrike agaenst the regime. Mass datantions and 
arrests, the normal resort of the regime, have 
felled to stem the tide of opposition which has 
invelwad al! classes of Chilean socigty, It in- 
dudes many wio were Pinochet's most fervent 
supporters in the overthrow of Allende's Popu- 
lar Unity government in 1973. 


The causes of this unrest are mot herd to sen, Tha 
Pinochet rogimea was brought to sewer, with the aid 
a! US imperiaiicm, te aecomplish one eesential task - 
ta braak the pewer of the workers movement, which 
thrataned Chilein and WS capital, and thus open up 
Chile anos again as an are of profitable and stable 
rnwestaent. The junta set abagt this tesk with o will - 
Purcering, torturing and imprisoning trade unian and 
Political actwiets, It broke op and otomisd the trade 
uneons. and drow: 4vara million Chailaarns into axila. 


Cn the scunoenic “rant the Chliean jocita folsowed 
a flerocaly “moanetarist’ policy, which for oa sami 
celorialcawniry meant above all providing tha acest 
advantagacs cond tions for imperiatist capital, i 
Gudea la wages, cowed trade pnicsaé and othe 
free rooverent of capital x group o° hMiltor Frooesd.- 
rari ie nad acosoTists --nickrarmed. “tha Chigago 
bows -touk charges of tha Srelegy urder *nocket: 
drooping tant? barriors an toreign goods, galling att 
{78 EVATH creer cormpanias To Tha phate Se tor ark 
alir ine ting gaversur meri, suteersies, Vl ke ties! oo ig 
schinvad 2 “nealmice. eoaqry? Tomine po ae -: 
vig ot The bourgsssig} ‘that Sages it was Gaid toy 
int The fatirig living standards of tha labour no popu 


stones for over 6,000 Palestinians, Even noe 15,000 
Palestiniaet are held ln lee) eomomntration eamps. 

In TO45 over TODDOO were expelted Tron therr 
lund to consofedate loreal. The 1967 wor rested in 
the ooougation ef the Wet Bank, bn 1873 the Zio- 
nists took Sine! from Egyot. ioral is an a& perdi 
eolonia| settle: state. lt ia bolstered by American im 
parila, standing guard ower the datlar’s Mid le 
Eqs! interests. 

loreel fees by promoting immigratian. Thik gives 
it the Gioweity and cietns to eapaend ila herders To 
creete peasw gefthenents, (1 fuels its exparcionst spp 
tite. One of the cheof sims of the war in the Lebonon 
Wa to ciriidate the aitiaeation of the Waat Bank, 
larael planes to seltls another 20,000 in the 
Wet Bank this yaar. 

Faced with these political facts the idea of any 
Pelestinean state, however restricted and policed. trying 
To primarily So-exiel with Zionism is utopen. Ary 
promoteen of this ides os oe shotegee goal le rection 
ery 

Aithawgh the grievance: behind the present re- 
belicor ae gerund, Tharea of me lack of foloe Masseatic 
ready (0 @epéced them for ther cows, egually ranctian- 
ary enile. Chee! among thes  Syre. Syria os mo 
mend of tha Palestinians, having intervened ogalriut 
tham in 1276 in the Lebanon Civil Wor when the PLO 
booked io be securing 4 viciory sgxinst tha Phalangt 
force of the right-wing. Gespite ite “rajectionist’’ 
france which often pitt 1 at odds with tha Arab mon 
afchies of the Gulf, the petit-bourgecis aationalist 
reqemo of Assid hat but one goal, it wants to carve 
aut @ rale for rtself im Middle East diplomacy. to be 
reg meed 25 0 majeir farce by the USA and Moecow, 
it 1 betes @ leading force in the Arab bourgeois 
carne. 

Ag a pasult-Syria merely plays with the forte 
of tha Pudestinians. Despite ity buriliation af the 
hands of israel bert gurner, Sytia’s position remains 
A rong one. ft occupies mus of Northern Lebanon 
end cs heawilhy armed by the Sowiewt Unian, Most of 
fhe Fatah ditmdants are in Sy¥rian-controlied Lebanon 
eid pecsive Acad ”s backing. Arafat has bean axpalled 
Tram Syra,end dasaed nf happy to see Arafat's grep 
on the PLO weokened decisively or destroyed.so thar 
the pro-Syrian factions in the PLO have @ more prom. 
infant rola in the direction of the mowornent. 


Noe should genuine fightars for Palestinian statehood 


Put any faith in the rewlved interes? of the Kremlin in 
the Middle East's affairs, With the Andropoy mceession 
les, Aoveenber Masso aumched real! into the fray, 
rearming Syria with Sem-5 missiles and over §,000 
“tachnicians,” dndropoy's aim is to Incraaea (he Kram: 


latios, @f the Word scone y plunged 'ntodt: Secor 
major slump within a decada in *940, Chile jilke 
other sem colonel countries} plunged with 11. 

With ieee, Coen door policy, Chile hac 
felt the World cacession even. more ¢ret.stically than 
eaoat Lat Suparionn esuintrics, By tia eng of 1961 
the “moneteeist  stretegy Wes in ruins. “virbua or 
fovuiriead” was Toc Ceornomiar's egetul eorrrert, 
[moet yest red) wages “el! bv 169) and oomployrrent 
rae te 27S, Sy 1982 the peso was eo lapsing on the 
riarre Dab maney ernérkets sod there vas 2 mesgive 
flight of capital autof the country, due to the Tree 
moayenent allawed by the “Cacao boys" 


Sankruptcles scared and banks tocnled, Sy the aad 
of 1992 Jadustvial production mac <2 pee bey 2S gs 
Lrpratected domestic ingustey coleceed, Such is tin 
rinks of the acoromy thet Crilectrs kesctated that 

SO,Cl0 férnilees ard 1,600 smalito macive businesses 
in Seeriisas pave had. thais-aleecric ty cut off for nore 
p2yment of bila, Ta yee inflaten is reraing at SOs 
ai the aooncay dutches f-erm crisis ta crida ard *Fe 
Overrrnent struagies eth ite 22 Sili or dala te 
en debt, 


4 tha attest’ of tha resesslon vere. fell hy even 
celled S¢oeeraus uoper middle cesso3 there wus a 
Govirg chorna of eitccim oof Pi noghet's ecomern i 


pAslicies: whe the L sin Arner an Cofrasonadant =! the 
THT IS SewtA Aated at the aid of 13493: “The rp: 


omni as Sara dangercuny owang 
Cessna RE rack the mide class with oarieyder 
Arecsity, ano wneasT Aas roreac aangeroyaly Saran 
che army affieers cory, craw maialy from thie chats 
4) unprecedented degred of apposition fay doit ap 
among? aucuiira ectrorancarsy, lorry and fa oun, 
ard fo nome extant iusirisdists ana hapkers.,* 
Sancta the egck |e cy Pinger: of tig areheyp.- 
ehirlé:s Firanca Minister Serginads Castro j4- 1282 
eftar iiardé pragsurn from Chien capita Lik, oriicrm 
Of The regime bas qontinued unahated 4« i become 
Clear that Che rapimae is paralysed intha-tase of ee 





ao a wttatanenetstetatstatatee a ata a a a at aren ana Senate moa oa raat 1 A gh gana hogar Mae ar ah eh ee tr LP” Pe badeyeenrete tate eter tet ata te 
y nestor prereis 4 ae carers . Sepeeneme reretatad at rere Bonscnis shessads ane cra : 1 elicit ahaa oni a reine ts Sokee ond re eral . sponses a rere sae ep esaaa Dror erates seen ey apes ee caer Sti Sa aah nae ee rt it — 2 Pie ms " 
ae etait cee eee oa a ee _ ae es a eee 1 [er ia | ee a ee ae ie : 
ae seietentasae (oo sibceetataea ve see =o es iu Seeccestirieeneacetts tt soe mena a ts ‘ana a seas ees Raeasc ay So. : eee a zene BE me 1 peat ae sd vateaeean te sae cant poeta ra = ey aa ae 





lin's bargeining postion in the Middia East. Mosoov 
would dearly love to return to the postian i held 

in 1973 When it ooehairead the Genavo talks on the 
Kiddie East with the USA, If it could de thes 1 could 
gain meoere siable pawns in tts roactlonary policy of 
pecetyl co-daigtence with imperialion. 

The recent risa mm the Sowiot buresucracy's influ: 
ence hip baer all the sharper because of the Arab 
baurpedaias mounteng frustratian with the LSA. 

The Reagan Pian foundered as much on Che intropeig- 
ened Of the laoraglis as of the Palestinian freedom fight 
art. Previguely, regimed like Saudi Grabis had bean 
eneoivaged ta recognise that only the US could fores 
Israel Io make concessions Events during and since 
the invaseen of Lebanon have shoen the US hee mo 
interes! im avin” Chis, (fig Bayond Guéetian Chat 
Avcagan will back o tougher line fram fsrael if the 
Kremlin is gaeking to cares gut a role foo leet 

Tho salit in tha PLO ¢s an. inevitable product of 
the politi! teilure of the Areint leadership. The 


rola of revoluthonary sociolists in the Middle East os mot 


fo ertificially heal the divisions maraty baeausa the 





sore: érisa,. Ti had boop the “sat of Te revive 
of tig “respectebla” apocaltian partles and tha calls 
for a “denogratic opening.” ln Feheruarid anoad-hoo 
alliance of opposition faaders proposed’ s coretiivtiansl 
ammenanest ailovioig a clvile1 goearrrant 12 tae 
over, Gut slhaveirg the @-red forces a “Setendosg 
role,” In Wdarch. @ Gantanarecea < “ay Arirat pane de 
bigiGod. alone Wit a oraue of Terrrer Scpoaier 
ende', ca les for 48 return to detiacrany . | ese 
S00 QMants point to the qeowing degre o- sectlans 
of the Saurgesedie # Chile de featura co parla nent 
gry tule snd to cresie 8 poverrnment mcrae “scansiw 
to the eeds ot Caliaan capita OT course, thay want 
thy transition ta folie tha cranish, “ather thea Tie 
POriLguess, Trsoe . 

j2 5, Tretefore, 10 surprise ta* the middie ciassins 
Pais aetlogiy roles tharsalegs alongglde trace 
dian 276 P the days of protest, with The midsle 
cles women dueirce ao hel? ote eid pars = tis 
thne to-use them rot against Posuar Unity 6.t 
ire qraved gger, Fingese:, Ore Saaciaen nevegape 
"sorta? hows 23 thes oot-3enging ard dorrrsourding 
pratest against Piraghat or vay 11th apres 
fram 18 freedentia a°sag to the centre af Santiaon, 
one a? tne mast ethusiastic qarn sau 1ders wes 2 
leading Eraser, Javier vial) Hare 4 Wag the rea danger 
for the Chi ee wersiag clase WWPie. of course, 
hited fant actos wth fourgdals sectors opoosed 
fro" rocket a's peceseery or. the strug | Sgairel cies 
digtatacip, all thassigrs aa thet che disastroys 
avo ofits popu 2: front in Gaile Seteveer Tro 
and 1a" ara Gero rageated area, Thig tact Sinn kK 
qo: Be guccesiag qren che ccomtinued strengsh of the 
urea omoL rd Communist Party ic the trade gnilors, 

The leadership of tha Copcer “rarkears’ Unior 
‘CT! CHihaé area? pros, nat Heer at pale to try 
id irwolve She Christigr Democracy it the Jeppnisa- 
tion of sige ; ef Areaast, [ndigecn,: bce wll Vina 
its loater, Facette Sequel, te enodersate is nian’: 
THSTics hath hit Calind aif Mow 11th as o Se “a? 5 strike: 
getior  shenoiag ft io a “dav of protest. alg 


' he 1 


mmparialist: stand to gain. WMaximiam unity ‘7 action 
in Owe ane Meceiary Ogainst the Zonet one LPN 
GOGUPALION forces, Wet a peitical split wm agually 
nootaary. Aavelutionary Fatah milttants must be 
brakan from the rotten methods of potit-ebourgacis 

i tional and won to the programma of Permanent 
Revoluthen, 

Recent everts in the Wost Bank heve endicuted 
the coal way forward. Far from being erushed by re 
cent evants the Wat Bank Polatiniore have creed 
thar activity. Steke end damonstratians ageins? gre 
odds in Aamuliah, El Gieen and Tufkeran feve in: 
createed tha call-confiddance of Palestinian workarn 
Vet its here that the PLO ig weakeet because its 
strategy of gueriiia war has dietated that it coma 
trates itt energiag in the camps of Lebaron, Syria ane 
Jorden. Against this. a revolutionary Trotskyist Parity 
i urgently neethed. working in the Viest Bank ond 
among the Arabs of berael toe bring the working cise 
to the head of the strupyio, io crush the Zionist wate 
end on ita ruins bulld a secular workers’ republic of 
Palestine. & 


gtiernding ane of the WE Embassy's sccla! gatneinos 
ath thisted tude wrlan ieadars.. (Eaported ir 
alin Amarica WWwaak y Sears! 

Suc mageet on failet lo impeoss Pliochet wih. 
of curse, Paeerwed hlemor "eoreéa.oa fo- the 
ioc? 1 clase and. trade urica peoabesttes, acasting 
Segoe and other leading trade unionists and Sactarlng 
same oF ina blogest cooper mides. "rm litery zones” 
The Junta § wr crack sa wyued, acpfope istely nick. 
nemed tae “Sucka Sy the Chilean pépuleissn, ses 
Lind bo athe. prenom narikh working class areas on 
Tre feo Seyveeo? oraes, *sauting in “ive deaths Sith 
Pircichat's declared incertiar at. “se 7cing tha call. 
tic ae Gack to the! sweet could wel ba thet the 
ccrugals to gat rid-oF Pinochet mich" aot be aa smoot 
mentions of the boungeisie woul ‘sn, 

In cirgumeance vibes they are-farced to turn to 
[ha Ch dean Yorkie cass toe achieve thalr ands 11 sill 
Secor = eed morovital for. the ask aed file af “Ag 
treda-uriois ta amaila that they legde-s maincaln 
ConGate ofl she al ane Tacthes| indepardanca fren the 
Bourne ared Pe -boourgegs parila eed ageecl- 
ATO Ido 4 rie poi struggia in thle the 
gererd. 2alriks, Geo te tha amarmoaya di soylties ex 
TIERO Of Tha ragilts ot 14e Bae June: ftemsins the 
Cecibis Se neorg deen tha Poroehet 
regime and “sr -s-upparing the elgg of the ruling class 
fore neuteed “derngerace’ la the genera? cir ke the 
Che Sa Sor esr’ can resdissaver the corfidarce aaa 
ab lity ta create *ha Sain, orks Pao ee ihe 
[rmduétr. él conmanes of the Alence ar, o7 a govarr- 
atit.a? thair avn class aad seen The poe to the 
destruction. of cee talism in Crile, 

B Solidawlty with the workers of Chile | 

B@ Faledse the jailed trade unianisis! 

@ For « gereeral strike fo aeiaeh tha Planhet 
a letato rahi | 

BNa ta & Sviliananililary government— 
for a Deeraerdtic Constituent Assembly | 

8 Workers ard Poesants to power ! 

by Jahr Laing 
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LAST JANUARY THE Communist Party of 
Great Britain launched o “Save the Star" cam- 
gaeee. In June this campaign took on a new 
meaning. Fund raising schemes and circulation 
d@rives gave way to a bitter conflict between 
feel faction: within the CP doing battle for 
control of the Morning Star. 

The Morning Star is owned by the Pooples 
Pree Printing Society. This “independent” co- 
coerstive has always been one of those front 
ergantiations much beloved by the Stalinist, 

“The Star's editor Tony Chater, 
together with a number of supporters within 
the PPPS. hat used the co-operatives nominal 

eperndemce to secure a majority for his fac 
ten on the paper's management committes. 
Ar the shareholders’ maeting Chater’s suppor: 
ters won afl the seats on thé committee while 
three EC candidates wore defeated, What lies 
fetane this factional struggle? 
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THEY MAY HAVE lost the Morning Star, but 
Britain's small band of Eurocommunist! remain 
firmly in contral of Marxitm Today. This thao 
retical journal of the CP is proving to be the 
mort consistent voice for popular frontist po- 
lithea in Britain. Mts editor Martin Jacqwes said 
that it wes aimed at appealing to the left and 
“others beyond the Left, bet disturbed Dy-and 
eopome? to Theteherisn...7iva i an eesti 
anect.of the politics.of the Broad Democrs- 
oc 4 fiance - or to give ita longer historical! 
crayectory «it was @ keyrote of the portics of 
fhe pogular front.in the 19305." (Focus No.6) 

Jacque and the Eurocommeunists lagk to multi- 
ferigua mon-lbour fond as the key elamants of 
thelr sought for broad democratic allemce, | poeel- 
ing thelr view, they deaw on such choice sections of 
the CFP's programme as that referring to lester cap- 
Ralisty: “Thera is. therefore on objective beris for an 
eience between the working cla a aby OF ete 
manning of phe caoldeliet class, agorest the cern 
ener} - fhe ty Orin aad faternational capitalise” 
The Ariat Aor to Sacre et! 

The middle easses, the churches, the various 
“mevermenis’ dee all candidates far places en the 
Gamooratic alliance. oo the polite of the Ewro- 
communists in the (PF are, in a senee, mething new. 
They ara a cantinuum of Stalinism’s bong-standing 
Sopositian to the ergenkad working elacs tighting 
for (fs tndepentent interests. 

They ore thee politics that rm the 1930 led the 
Stalinists to murder the flower of the Garoolona 
prolstariat for the cake of prasarving their allianca 
wih boorgecls rapublicans in Gpain. Thay are the 
pmoittios that led the Chilean Staliniis to call into Che 
government the murdorcus coup-meakers who turned 
Gn and bytohered the working cles in 1973. 


The chase after the centre began with the growing 
recogmithon that ““lattadvance was faltering and that 
Labour Party support in the working class was da- 
clining samificeenth® Erie Hobehayem first riteed the 
probiem of winning back the “middla ground” and 
revierting thea “forward march of Labour” which, he 
argued, had been decisively halted. He took his analy: 
bie a gtape turther in Marsism Todey in September 
1982. Tha middle ground rested! en the waridus peace 
and acolegical movements. While this was leg obvicus 
in Eritsin, it waa, bor Hobsbawm, endoubtedhy truc 
geross Europe end likely to Beeqins 30 for Britain. 


Given Hobeboawm's belief that the working cles 
it @ “declining clase” Ihe concludes, trom the decline 
in numbers of manual workers, the daclina in poll 
theal and social bmeporlance of the wiking class] 


‘British CP in crisiS#2 
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CP influence in the unions has shrunk 
dramatically. it het been reduced to a humill- 
ating minority status in the AUEW, [ts ima- 
bilityte mobilise trade unionists was high- 
lightad try last December's LCDTU canference, 
the amallest aver held, 

This marginalisation in the unions hat been 
socomipanied by strategic rethinking an the 
part of sactions in the Communist Party, par- 
ticularly these most influenced by Euratommu- 
nism, Thair strength in the unions had once 
enabled the CP to exercise a Significant influ- 
ance on sections of the trade union bureau- 
cracy and even certain “left” MPs. As this 
strength declined so did the relevance of the 
CP. Yet, alements of the CP wera looking an- 
Weusly at the rise of the Labour Left and its 
ability to wiri support from , and influence in, 
thase paradises of petit-bourgeois activism - 
the peace movenent, the womens movement, 
the ecological movement, etc. 

The battle for the Morning Star is an ex- 
pression of the tensions within the party be- 
teen those: firey ts the OP's 
role at the “left” in fnckestry and these, the 
Furacammuniats and under their influence 
the Party's leadership around Gordon MecLer- 
nen, who want to turn the Party towards “new 


movement 2nd @ndaw it with “new thinking,” 


BLOC POR ELECTORAL PURPOSES 


Tne Management Committee i now in the 
hands of the “trade unionmts . Chater him- 
calf is a lorapstending advocate of the strategy 
of the “left advance” in tha unions: that is 4 
permanent bloc with lett bureaucrats for elec- 
toral purposes, At his side ig Mick Costello, he 
was the Party's industrial organiser until ha 
resigned after a row woth the Executive. The 
Executive defended the Euracammunist jour- 
mal Marxism Today's decision to print an ar- 
ticla by Tomy Lane. The article gave some 
examples of the buresucratisation of the stew 
ards’ mowenvernt, parthoularly its top layers. 
This enraged Costello, many of whose best 
friends are tog-level stewards. i 

Atte reatgning his post, Costello, against 


ha Gast an envious eye at Europesn soc! Gens 
critic landers like Mitterrand, Papandrecu and Gon- 
gobes, who “Ades feria fo fod Wie oes Cone 
fos wth the wetter fhe oredeceirgr fad. They 
are fatiney grocps of poviticianas mieeg electors an 
ner aa Me a ade amd heterogpentour ange oF 
dincentented ead cnn be Drowghr cogerie, 

Tha Briteeh Labour Party showed no signs of 
betng open te the newthinking that Hobsbawen was 
preaching. On the other hand, the SOP /Libaral 
Allignes, in 1981 and 1982 was doing very 
wallan by-lactiogs, ar locked like “breaking the 
magid’. Fir popular fromtists on seerch of @ oentre 
the Alkence looked #n erticing prospect to tha CP. 
It hed even stolen thalr name ~ Allienee. Enter tage 
rlokt o longline Stalinia, Sam Asrenoviteh 

Following Hobsheam's article, fdarxim Toray 
staged a Eurocommunist sietteculas “Tha Mavirg 
Laft Show” in October 1982. Focus described ths 
as “en emportant exerci¢a in the politics af alliances” 
and marwollad that; “fo fee oiscusnon on reasligamen! 
in Bat poiiiie, new obfaitla! areas of ovale 
anagerd between the Left and people steected dy 
Bie cevitiee, 

Wea, tha SDP, in the Sun pet of antiavarking clas 
Guardian journelist Peter Aenkine, geaead the CP's 
manit Tha FP were not slow to extend a hand of 
Friendship te tha birad serlba of the bourg@oisha. 
The December 1992 Marsiam Today carried the 
Trindeript of o discussion between Aarano _alen- 
king and Stuart Hall, In it the ‘ne atyla’ popular 
fromt became the ides of an alliance with the 
A lliaiernee. 

The Euraeotiniantist intalactuals were mow pt 
on alliance with @ party comundited to wage contro, 
anti-union lows and @ hee! of other reactionary poli 
cies, OF oourso uoder the present electoral system 
auch an allanee would be pncomoeiveble. But under 
Proportional Faprawentathon, tha OF could prow 
waeful ay in carrying thegugh participatian schemes 
and wage controls (as 11 wor to Latur 1974-79), 

in the roundtable discussion of Aaramiwitch, Jan 
king amd Hall, Gararoritch elquenth sapleined this 
project: fiae the forcey dreocated wiih the 
Alice aro very figeltieaat aad f daa) went fe gee 
ihe icine of ae cil of seclenan eeav moot 
teem. fails thind dhe meta ot Tener ve 2anchi 
thet fon oreoered ta comtrvct en wilieono with ai 
Rs = of fore wie on over fo cibvidags pbs 

Pei re aT If Mout, aad f don't one, in a seas 
arty They rei.” (December 18s! 
wentan to lament the Labour Party's iso- 
rom tha working elas, eapressad hoga in the 
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Alience and dectared thet ther policies “contain 
tloments which would oertink be in adwance of tha 
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Executive wishes, became industrial cones 
oondent for the Star. 

This debate graved to be the prelude to the 
war over the Star. The “trade union” wing 
marshalled their forces for a showdown. They 
out forward a plan to revitalise the Star by 


making it an opan Labour movement paper, ard 


by buying @ new plant so that thea PPPS could 
become a printing house for the Trade Union 
bureaucracy. Chater and Costella Know that 
gections of the Trade Union bureaucracy are 
interested in producing a paper of some kind. 
The way out of the Morning Star's| impasse 
would be to procuce it for ther, They won 
suppert for this from assorted friends in the 
buraacracy Moss Evans, Jack Dromey and 
the like - and stuffed the management comm- 


itiee with union leaders like Ken. Brett, (AU EW}, 


George Willoughby (SOG AT 82) and Terry 
Mardiand (Tobacco Workers’ Unien). 

For its part the CP apparatus failed, miser 
ably, in its attempt to turn the tide on its re- 
calcitrant mombers. Havieg made an alliance 
with the Eurocommunists around Marxiam 
Today, they cut themselves off fram many 
traditional faithful party members, What is 
more they antagonised whole sections of the 
membership by their campaign to secure con: 
trol of tha Star. 


SHARED POLITICAL TERRAIN 


The political substance of this conflict 1, to 
the uninitiated, difficult to detect, There isan 
obwous difference of emphasia - towards the 
labour movement (read offscialdam) or to- 
wards new forces and movements. This dit 
cute over erphasls, however is taking olate 
on the basis of @ shared political terrain. Both 
sides are thoroughly Stalinist, Both sides are 
intact putting forward strategies that are chs- 
astrout for the Independent interests of the 
weor king Class. Both strategies are rooted in the 
Cr's 
(revred in 1977). The two cornerstones of this 
programme are that @ peaceful parliamentary 
read to socialism can be achieved, and that the 
means for doing this is ta be found in the carr 
struction of an alliance of progressive minded 
people from af-elasses. “Onhy a broad, derne 
cratic alliance against big business can bring 
about lasting social change..The Chater wing 
accept the need for this alliance but emphasise 
the central role of the labour movemant in it, 

: ae a 

situation we've got.” He concludecl his ramblings 
with o statement that the did mot beliewe that the 
Labour movement hid the capacity to “reargarisa 
and mecorstruct itself" for the battle ageing! Thet- 

Agrenovitch ie indeubtadily in afvanecs of ble 
allios within the CP, partiqularty thos cm the parey 
apparatus However he if a ieacding idealegues of the 
party and, if nothing eds, his statement are a good 


indication of which way the wind is blowing. Labour's 


catastrophic electors! defeat is likely to ere gthen 
tha appeal of Ais views ond win him more suppers. 

For our part we are bitterty opposed ta the pap 
ular fmonticl politics af thea CP. Tha vary idaa that an 
dilignece with David Qawen and Steal is pameteny a 
maine Of adwance for workers is ludmrous. Both 
Politicians explecitly @and for ths Interaets of capl- 
qal, profit aed the “mixed economy." That & why 
thalt manifete wor perme@sted with politics - like 
wage controls- designed to make the working class 
pay for the crisia Qaranevitch would no doubt 
counter this with the argumont that Thatcharign in 
the greeter avli and unity egeinet Thateher ie vital, 
Ehkut what woukd hie megsnr in procteos? 

' Fhavtelher will give the go-ahead to close minas, 
Unity is naaded to dataat har, That ia obvigus- but 
unity’ Batweenm whem, ard? to de whed? Clearly whet 
If needed is the unity of the miners, and bahind them 
other workers, praparad to strive againat the boeeas' 
Plans. Im such a battle, Owen and Steel would - as 
they did with the heslth sirikes - dencurnes the 
workers. Wore the CP to try and preserve ite prev 
wus allidnce then thepertywould be going along with 
the strike-breaking bourgeale filth of the -top. of 
the Alliance, But then, tt wouldn't be the first tina 
tha ©P have chosen to athek with bourgeois pals 
mther than diapport the working cles. 

Of course it might ba objected that our com 
against the popular front ie apeulative and fanciful. 
Tha ganuine prapomant of the Brand Democratic 
Allence might sot batiave that in practice it impvit- 
ably means the subordination of werking eles in- 
tareats. A recent exporionos daminetrated Rat we 
aro tesipy far fromm tameiful. 

The People’s March for Jobs was thea popular 
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Tha broad demoeratic alliance, be it Ind by 
trade union bureaucrats like Mass Evans or 
revered churchmen like Bruce Kent, rs rot 
what the working class needs. Tha Evanses 
of the world are responsible for onumberbess be- 
travals of the working class” interests, Evans 
awn role in the demobilisation of the strikes 
to reinstate Longbridge convenor and CP mem 
ber Derek Rebinson, is sufficient to make that 
plain enough, The churchmen, the small bas 
nassmen and the restoof the micelle elas rab- 
ble that the Eurocarmmiurists ara so aager to 
team up wilh ray provide a respectable cover, 
but they sure as hell won't muster many sal 
diers for the War against big business. 

Neither side In the battle ta get the Star 
represents @ “progressive” or supportable wing 
of Stalinism. Indeed, to paraphrase Stalin, they 
are not antipsdes but twins, They reveal. the 
inabllity of Stalinism to chart an indapandant 
course of working class action, Bath seek sub- 
stitutes for class struggle and mass action, In 
the hands of Chater the Morning Star will be- 
come even more of a bureaucrats” mouth 
piece, 

In the hands of MeLannan and the Eure- 
communists it will become a tribune for mid- 
die class fads, For the working class then, the 
most favourable outcome of the present poner 
struggle would be the collapse and disappesr- 
ance of the Morning Star. Speed the day.m 





iturin peections wthails bn Abracuere, 1 aes desliyrind 


“The British Road to Socistit yo gery qpposition to the unemployment suffered 


by millions of workers into a oross class protest, In 
whheh tha workers como o Poor wecnd to SOPers, 
vicars and Tories, Pate Carter, the Eurocommunist 
replacement for Costello as industrial organiser 
spialt this out quite eclaarhy. Tha Mares, he aad: 
“SAS Te Oe Orit er Cpe Zeumrbencd rag 
ef (fe Grose pois alice of ah who agree wit 
the gevmnacd (Theat the government shoukd maka ty! 
employment a first priority - INP) which af cowrse 
erage: Fan brefdos to Pocock iyers, foie roe 

The tahoe fer Tones fo sovaletenarny Sra iaes. ‘dl 

Ta sehiewe this alliance the CP banived anti. Tar; 
slogans on tha march. They usd viokenoe agai net 
marchors who chanted “Maggia Qut™. They inaulted 
the unengloyed Gy making then cringe before jot 
slashing but “friendly Tory councils, SOPors 
and senile clerics, They went! io anernous lengths to 
maka sure that marchers themselves had mo say in 
the running of the march, And on demanraiions 
eallad by workers 'o weleome the mareh lfow bishog 
were to Ge gan) they alrove to deseciate the march 
from the weloomers. 

In Birmingham tha Stalinite colluded with the 
police to provent the labour movement welcoming 
the March, aed tram ODOM parry ing it ta tha Clty 
Contre. Yat in ewary town it wag the labour Pa ceerree 
that organned food, accommodation, support mactin 
and soon, At the mess rally in dune in Lender in 
was thea Labour mowament that turned aut lm theodi- 
gins te greet the march. For tha Stalinests, howayer 
hort af thase factors weighed anything like as de- 
cisively a3 the Fact thal once or twice 6 petroneing 
SOPer or Tory espressed sorrow at mas unomplioy: 
mart. 

The People’s March tur Aaranoyvitch’s views in 
practice. The popular front became, in real lite, a 
Gulag on the road far worse that the mast Intieni- 
dating DHSS office, 414 governmental bevel it woule 
pave the way to 6 histone defeat for the workers 
and tha triumph of courter-rovolution. Against tha 
poliey of cross-claes allianess we ragfflem the exeore 
tial valkdity of Troisky’s oppontion to the popular 
front in the T830e:"4 Ofoc of Miement groups ir 
rhe wording class Js Tameimer coripielay. sadgten- 
apie for the votluiidn of cana poltinr prabiams 
in certaia betarter corcummlanaces, such a Siec i 
ainable of stiracting fhe aporased petty dourgeas 
sree weiosd Jivherests asre-cidse Fo fhe inherent of 
the prafetanet The joint force af ech a Gforce 
ivdue far stranger then Whe sure of tie inner of aa 
of Ji compet peri On tha corfary, ahe oelitics 
diene babween the profetariet srt! Cie deren, 
whose inteol on pew quarto: ir the present 
Bde obese ot ae angie of TRO desiree, 26 do gave 
ere cule 0 cae oyoot frapeing dhe relator 
ary force of the proletan@n” (On Spat, po) o 





tates ener eee a 
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JUDGED BY THE parliamentary outcome 
alone, the General Election results in Northen 
Ireand would give the Tories nothing to worry 
agout. The June election returned fifteen wn- 
ionists from the seventeen constituencias, Even 
re comforting for Thatcher, within the 
Protestant Loyalist vote there was a swing 
away from the truculent Paisleyites (DUP) to- 
wards the “sauier to manage’ Official Unionist 


Party. 

However fhe Torte ere teceled)y dapreaed Dy 
the peurné from tha Six Contes. The reeeon 4 
simple: aver 10.000 of the naionalet populataon 
wive a mandate bo the Senn Feen's programme of 
armad matence to Che Grete oooupeti|en force and 
che strugte for a united breiand. The Sinn Fein vote 
which see Gerry Auden elected in Watt Bedfaw ond 
Denny Merriam nwroerly fed by 26 vote: in Uister- 
Mid, even exceeded the republicans hopea. Thay 
recetwed 13.4% of thea iotal vole - over F% up on the 
1962 Assembly Election perfarmance More impor 
tani Sinn Poin obtained 42% of the natooneiest 
eommunity vote, When one considers that the SOLP 
eieidewea on i 1979 sn 16H? wore!) irecledes 5 

oi? of meddle ci eatienaiaty the fern Fain 
omatenailitaies claus fo regermmaed! Che maporety of 
tht a plo and oe oppremed sectors of Ee 
rod eorpornia | gr al bark. ‘tha — 

Tie. fact is Severe blow to Che plana ool That- 
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cli hes depended on ihe cray4r 
speak for the nationelisi: Thies has bec. ercial in 
haQitiniasing The ariny s reign ot terror agelmat ihe 
faluteomary trish nationalists - The Provisional | Aa 
od Sinn Fein, its politics! wing. Since the Agseambdy 


SOLP*s abit 


a EP 
| 


Dlactiond, Ard more sc now, it can Aa longer Bald 
[het the “eaunm|n” Raya Ao suppeek tes es though 
OO O00 silver Qulietashed feen pasted ia Prior's 

OTT ich, 

The suctess.o7 Sinn Fein weal! the moe re 
mackable gen the chioum@taces of the compeign 
Cvarwhene they eia0d canvassers vere flrnaggedl by 
he army ene the AIC. Porty workers ae bitted 
HOt delacned in ods suceestign, The Catholic 
Churen hinarch, carmnpeigene vocrertusty apa att 
Sinn Fata ged fer the SOLP end the 


Sige Phe! 
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ree lar ean 
Furthermore, the SOLP reversed their position 
ol pot standing against Sinn Fabien. Permansgh | and 
ceoly smlit chai vite Chiaee: Ceerrod ltet Fis P= he tr 
rhe unionisis as a nut, Even worge. in eet Bel: 











HISTORICALLY REPUBLICANS HAVE re 
fused to take their seats in any post-Treaty 
Parliaments and institutions. The normal prec 
tice had Deen to austain from elections to all 
such bodies. To do otherwise was seen as a 
tacit acceptanor of the legitimacy of Britich 
imperialion’s division of lreéand. 

In realty, this meant that the Parltamentary 
mire eientation of the andi-wnionist populs 
tion was left open to the constitutional nmat- 
lonalists - most importantly the SDLP. This, 
in turn, served to geva the constitutional mat- 
honalists 2 choak of legitimacy which the likes 
of Gerry Fitt and the SOLP were able to use 
to attack those struggling against British rude 
as unrepresentative and illegitimate. Organised 
for military struggle against the British anny 
the Provisionals continued a tradition within 
which the anti-unionis? population has. mo or: 
ginised and pennanent political means with 
which to axpress their opposition to Britain, 
Or io atively take part in the struggh against 
imperialianm. They did, however, lock to the 
IRA for military defence against Urange thugs 
and the British army. | 

The Hunger Strike campaign against Brit 
ain's criminalisation policy compelled Shrin, 
Foin to take the battle on to the electoral 





OUT NOW! 


BUILD THE RANK ry 
FILE MOVEMENT ! 





The tetest istue of ' Class Straggle" is now 
availanHe, Produced try tha rich Workers 
Group (Workers Powers fraternal organisation 
in lreland), it costs 50p plus 25p p & p. 
Avaidable from your Workers Power seller, or 
bey pent from: Workers Power, GCM Box 7750, 
London WCIN SKK 

Plawse make cheques and postal orders 
payable to Workers Power 
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terrain vehere Hirst Bobby Sands and then Owen 
Carron won parliamentary seats. But these 
seats Were won on an abitentionist basis, The 
mass sympathy for Sinn Fein im addition for- 
ced them to take advantage of last year's 
Assombly elections 2 a means of further iso- 
lating the discredited and slavish SDLP. Once 
again, Sinn Fein stood on an abstentianist 
ticket. 

The ballot box tcc of Sinn Fein plan 
ged them ever further into the most anashame 
munieipal refornign) asa means of consali- 
dating a formidable ection rachine. Sinn 
Fein established grievance clinics ancl began 
to feverishly take up individual complaints. - 
reprasanting the anti-unionist population on 
housing, rants and social services to officials 
of the Local agencies of the British state, All 
of the electoral campaigning had one imper- 
tant thing in common with the military came 
page. The mass of anti-unionists were assiqnect 
no role other than as pase ve supporters of 
Sinn Fein. Behind all the meaedy nationalist rhe 
toric Sinn Fein operated like any reformist 
party does. (ts electoral turn was not @ tactic 
aimed at mobilising the independent fighting 
ability of the oppressad population of the 
Northern statelat, but was aimed at dermon- 


-Srating to liberal opinion that Sinn Fein were 


representative, 

In the Agsernbly Elections Workers Power 
and the Irish Workers’ Group argued for a 
boyeott of the vote in the absence of reyvor 
lutionary candidates. We arqued against a vote 
for Sirm Fein. We now think ve were tactie~ 
ally wromy We looked at the Assembly Elee 
ction simply as @ Sattle of political programmes 
and le@derships and failed to take sutficiant 
account of tha role of such elections as pleat 
iscites Which serve to legitimise the existence 
a? the Orange State and tha national oppression 
whieh disnembers and retards tha entire trish 
working class. With that pont in mind we oon- 
sidered it correct to call for a critical vote for 
Sinn Fein in the General Election as an act 
of solidarity with the anti-unionist masses for 
whom that vote is an act of opposition to 
British imperi#lien and the Northern State, 

On the political terrain, no less than thes 
military struggle, Sinn Fein’s perspective can 
only disarm and mislead the anti-imperialist 
struggle. For Sinn Fain politics is not, a it is 
for Marxists, about the mobilisation of the 
working clas and oppressed ta destroy capi- 
talism. It opxposes Imperialian wath the armed 
forer of an organised few and with the aspira: 
tion to create an ordered soctety of pxatrictic 
oroducers and co-aperatives aa tha means of 
creating national independence and econo 
justiog, Ag a tetult, it fails to organise the 
surugm@e for Ireland's incapandamte as a class 
struggie against imperialist ¢pltalism, 

To call for a vote for Sinn Fein theretora is 
nat an andorsemant af their polities. Qur arrar 
in tacthes over the Assembly Elections thowed 
precisely fram our concern te defend the corr 
tant of the Marxist programme against the 
patil houroeol utopian programme of the 
Nati cualis ts. 


Nehvort: Genry Lewre 
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ret Odean swvon avon theagh, in addin w the 

SO LP and Alllance, rir head to contendwiih the 
giting MP - ronegaide | “ltt the Brit’, 

go he es ooeeeceely Eecaain in iP Fails Ag vad, 
canig@igned onty on an aiHAA Kea Adams Cut” 
ticket On this Ieasia be ws able fo encourage 8 ies 
fant workers io make a “tactic: ‘“- 
tof ia Per: 


Creer tie F le. 
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Nome ot thee ret and secondary eriiaiiens 
holiness, could Gidcure ore fundamental tact, Carne. 
lw that the Sine Feo wohomeflected thefect inet ihe 
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Gerry Agiams 
It is vital that Marxists put Sinn Fein to the 


bess of foaae if they are lo. peove the supe 
thair programme in arectios, Sinn 


“Fain will genes all attampts ta put them on 


the spot amd hold them to account. They will 
claim: the @amactratic: mandata to anhance 
thelr municipal reformism asd the prestige of 
their military cameaiga but nothing else, Gerry 
Adams has made it plain that hea will not be 
taking his seat in Westminster, All the old re- 
publican arguments have bean dredged up to 
justify this: Adams himself sald: “Sine Fein 
MPs will not take wo thelr seats in hhesteriis- 
ger because we don't geceot thet the rite 
have aright to lagislate for any part of our 


country.” But inreality refusing to taka hs 


ceat frees Adams from having to visibly take 
the grinvances of the oppressed to the floor of 
the bourgeaisie’s debating chamber and using 
that seat to rally the indepandent mabilisations 
of the anti-wnionist masses. It implies no ‘e- 
gitimation of Britain's rula to enter its Perlite 
ment as an accountable spokesperson of the 
oppressec. MeAliskey's assault of Home Sec- 
retary Maudling after Blaody.Sunday in. 13f2 
Was no recognition of Britain's right to ruie 
ireland . Hf Sinn Fein is worried about its MP 
being dravn inte the allen and corrupting at- 
mogahere of Westminster then they should 
organise the masses to hold him to account. 


| Arguments against this positian lock ingrea- 


singly spurious given that the Sinn Fein “lett 
are openly talking of winning and taking Eure 
Parliament saats Logether with seats in the 
Southern Ogil. Moreover Sinn Fein has taken 
up a saat ona local council, where it is forced 
to demand of British:imoosad structure: some 
ralief for the nationalist population, Yet more 
of these hava the same potential for creating 

a revolutionary tribune against British imper- 
laliam: and, as a consequence, putting Sinn 
Frin & the test. The fact of the matter.is that 
like all prtit-bourgesis nationalists, thay have 
no principled palitical postions which, like 

an anehor, can secure them when buffetec 

by iperiaiist pressure. 

A revolutionary Trotskyist party in ope 
etion to Sinn Fein needs to be constructed. 
United action with Sinn Fein and those trey 
reprasent and our unconditional support fur 
the annad struagle cannot obscure this fact. 
We do not subscribe to the views of degenerate 
Trotskyists, such as People’s Domocriscy, who 
paddle the illusion that. mass working class 
nressure will force Sinn Fein oon to the road 
of consistent revolutionary marxist politics. 
The greater that pressure, in fact, the more 
Sinn Fein will see% to divert its inherent rac 
ealigm into municinal sideshows, or further 
recruitment inte the IAA, 

In the months ahead ashen the illuseons in 
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Provisornall. are facogréisnd as the focce in oh 
alist cameniemesty the deleats tipom tig F 
lacksoof Beith oper lafer ard Ms ston a 

Whoo PatParnany was ooenad oy oe rand 
the 22rd lire thane ris Hi Tee oe: tis ML 
ad on Ireland. Thi ls nob aie prising. Thstehes" i: 
seek tatcthe Six Gounties grein disarray, Her hog 
tine coraitut oval sts = the SOLF - aren col, 
cache at Wasim inster thei 
vary golitiqn) existence ean peel, (noeder to surwivs 
cheaey Tae fo try amd grass tiered in he qari 
oF fake fetonalsrdnetrarsicnne 7 hey cae’) par 
esate iro the Assembly: they, have been forced fo 
cod Leino etbbortiod on Oseery Conreeil with thn 
Linton: 6 eee t, Prior's “assembly ma dead 
Gude and-Briter istarced to fall backompon inten 
afield rage Seaghor. 

Eritish sealist 40d theede uniar coilitents Reve 5 
Buly te turthar tie the Sercs cf the Tore, The 
Hore OMice fed to queckiy lift the Skccusken orteet 
Op Gerry Adacra vahich pes a 6d Ain pitt The 
republics case 1> Brith wor-ke. Adermn® fii ham 
plan to vist Sr tain st Cs invitation, Gee 
ane guerre acthe ste ito wreons end Labi 
Party beanches must correettt these bodigs to irviting 
Adame io Briger to sapicok sel. 4 caripsign fone 
afound this cauld and piueton used th Suid tne 
Labeur Committees on Tresrd are - vf 
Wnidm CaucLee Heed COoetrer on or abe imc ae 
betia around the tein ceva os 
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Sinn Fein will be heightened we damand that 
they be put ta the test and organise the 
mashes to fight: 

* Take all the geats youwin in the partia- 
mants, assamblies or councils - aostention |s 
fake intransigence. Enter tham to dafand the 
national and working class interest you 
claim to stand for. Such actions, against the 
British, against the Orange bigots, vell im itselt 
be tremendous propaqanda for the ant-imper- 
ialist struggle aver armangst the Protestant 
workers who will say - the Reoublicans datend 
our interests; our jobs and unions against the 
Torins and bosses. Similarly even ane MP can 
draw attentian to Ireland or disrupt the “'ner- 
rial business of the imperialist parhament. 
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lf you democratically represent the nation- 
aligt masses, organse them democratically to 
fight: elect councils of action Sased on real 
fighting organisations, trade unions, work- 
placa orga nigations, fenants earnmittess or 
street Gormmittess. Feip create and train a 
mass people's milltia- to defend the minority 
areas against pogromists, aganst the polos 
and the British “Armny and to defend workers 
in Catholic and Protestant struggle- against 
unemploymant and factory choswres, cuts rn 
social services or anti-uneon laws, 


* Farm @ united front with socialise and mili: 
tant trade unionists in the 26 counties to fight 
reprassian and oppose, by diract action, the 
orc-imperialist actions of the Southern Gour- 
gecisie and the austerity measures that |mper 
lake and its Irish cliente dre seeking fo impose 
on the lrish people. In the North, participate 

in mooilising Catholic and Protestant workers 

in defence of the unions against Teobit and co, 
" Neo deals with British imparialiem short of a 
complete, unconditional and invmnediate with 
draveal of its troops fram Nearthern Iretared. a 
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WORKERS POWER 


This pampidet has recently been reprintat 
and is available from your Workers al 
saller or from the following adelress: 
Orders (B0p incl p&p) ta: Workers 
Power, BOM Box 7750, Landon 
WOTN IX ) 
Piease make cheyues and POs reable 
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TEBBIT’S SECOND BATCH of 
ant-unton laws is wall calculated 
te exploit the weaknesses in the 
tide union mavenent as revealect 
by the feeble opposition to his 
firtt lot. 

The determination of tre trade 
ucion leaders to prevent any effect 

we action against esther Prior's of 
Tettets lawstor, indeed, on any 
other tewe, was enforced Bureau 
rece union democracy 4 now to 
be tured around against them; 
the Tories are posing a the guard 
ims of the democratic rights of 
Trade unionists against the goc- 
fathers of the TUC. 

For cadence Chet oe Toe) 
wie meee be gected Ey secret 
belo will Ge pee DY rey I ey 

i getting their oan Deck on the 
anon bed-forfd earrisis whan sit B1 
ina leak? oT Severs uireors: or Che 
bure@iporats, whoa are completely ted 
fo sapoor! far par larneiary democracy, 
beelf based on the pectet ballot there 

1 ne) Pelle arQument Ene cal we fo, 
ree (Ae extéaneon O° ne ema Svotam 





7 thelr oer ergensstians, Any attempt 
to hide bahind their ruts booke will 4 
sly confinom ite agoesl of Tebiits 
The jong arated atters on the 
froncsal jinks GetMeien [he unhond aed 
ihe Labour Pariy hes teen broken dow; 
hin tao ofooosals., Fiestly. there is to 
bee legally enfonosble sacret Delis Oo: 
ae) meervbers of a unioroon whether thai 
Umeha een i6y8 @ polipesl tund, 
meer mind bo whael purse © is pul 
The inaention bere s.to strengthen the 
argument der con-salitical Tada wri, 
The Tare are propsred te. socep: 
Magetiatces tor the worktorme 
pul they oopoe Lhe dee hel worker, 
mb a cls, tee any Feed Chee on 
political neapneicnia iors Here ee. ihe 
Taree can Ouild cr Sas 
sition, by the leechers of the uniors'and 
the Labour Party, tech raising o7 po 
fice) deues wilhin the feck and fle o 
rhe uniara, Len Bdurray and-compeny 
Weel, are meee, a poliligal voice fre 
thamigaives, bat-mat far thes: mombers. 
That i The Sager Sor The abeued!y ure 
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The Scare? Gropeie? is To ask ine 
w.lars ta areure that al merrbers re 
sales, anrealiy, a “contracting-aut’ 
forr andes full ssplewtian a thes 
Acw not to ccotrifswte to she political 
tunel, IT the ynloms ho non oo ths 
thee the ea wlll he charred th 6 litre 
Only, fore cortectiroein’. This oar 
Ss Te | ores suilte mocurate ass 
men St The onpoe fe poe ction ints 
Wich Shey wee forced the uni 
dors. Crm tava gat ther cover a 
Garral, “ut bluntly those gantenear am 
ecured. sciff of a fidht in wrhier They 
Had i> lose either st she hard, af 
Tees 2° of ther carom embers in 
Gitens tie Vera aa tro “magranimaa 
hoy 2 cok tiely ottarnag 
Me wreoee oro leaders 4 joedsd oun 
AAcsungesi ng tiac they 2c tha ‘srs 


Ag /-) 


1 vite, 


7" 


curate Whe TP they pefude ther 

Tetbit wall Getver thin coup ce grace 
[he Laator the pragcdale, thee 

mowal of fegalieormurity where strike 

are called without a prior balict, is 

Thiet 24 (eer Tree 

onmars funcional Ge fo Woke eey 

ce 1 CRIP Sori Bolo 

i? ‘ot top fier 2 bate: reer a 
as A ore Boe wee Te 
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Se ee ee eS eee 
or 
ele ol Pte aoe, Lease TE rae oe 
enliing strikes Would then be held by 
the by Seca ae, We Ge Ga mara, 
would make sure that any sinkes they 
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tee ree Tig te atime trie gets - 
OM oe. 

Tre rartoof the acaeer ft mill. 
ae me eee Os |) Tee ee ee 
s to fight. for. the ctension. of res 
WOPLars Oanccracy Within The inion 
wT Opting any stale iierle@ence 
ln workers ofganisstions We are, for 
eaarmnmen, (n Tawa not anty a? the 
eeeactinn O7 Tia theta but of ail 
union Ottanalg, and Oy alactar ww 
mean section by méasemesioigs of oe 
workers thay well nore, More, we 
aes ital of ier ingtent? “aopilabil ity 
and for then fo De paid the Sverage 
ween ot their memebers 

On tha questo of tha potlticel 
lewy Workers Poaee? bees otguedl hor gee 
een) years that woilans shoud offi ate 
21 oar reanierk TO Tha Labor 
Party on that tre resulting voting 
aceer Sood Seabed jn a wie Toa 
rooresenits tin differences o7 opinian 
wlio Che une), Ol digal QGumetions 
should te raised and debeted in unar 
searches. (Rafe lé no Brick i'l Gre 
han Gcormcmics are! politics — a4 
Terry aoliey éotuely mikes sory clear 
The working class fas no interest in 
feing pelitigally ‘nevteal’ in thair trada 
inion. TAs UnoOrs-ece organisations 
for st Lae ageinel (he Does ard: t6 
Ter cart’ if tha cocn party of those 
Payee k, 

The pistpeise at the 
Pelt on Arrs Gueelce is 
babes bes to the ceases 
paws SP the madin-aqad thair avn is 
divide ddtnbts and fore ly preigeres, in 
Seder lo mae 4 reel ogre dered cde 
ight shout: aay, strikeaetian, © 
worker ceeds Ta knea, oboue al alse 
féhgl bist her aworkinales tee oc ore 
qurstiar. Pceperts-canducted, dam 
crate d acumlor of raeadcement. pres 
eodale. cas clticre. ebc. 91 shep flog 
me) net democracy should meare 
I TAD conta “Woe kere oa TASe 3 
agile informed decison not just #8 iso 
lated rdivduals Donbectead by mece 
treat: Hut asa body shat enw; ita 
owes) Sirerigeh ard deterrinw@lior. 

These pee andiuriar laws ace the 
cormarstone a? 7 haetooer’ssccclicias,. Treat 
cube: she capt Ceobit if flac ta see 
Tray, throauch, The trade y4ian bireii- 
craté lll SoubTtless Geach a petaee 
and bere canceigr against them.’ las 
tere round they organead me éttectse 
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ON SATURDAY T?th September 
there will be a national demeonst- 
ration in Birmingham against the 
deportation threat to social worker 
Muhammed idrish. This has born 
called by Idrish’s union, NALGO, 
after a concerted campaign by 
rank and file union activists result: 
ed in a rescletion of support being 
paied et WALGO conference. 
The resolution, which fame as 





in emergency mowon from several 
branches, net onty e@lled for tee 
national dementtration but also 
for a one day national NWALGO 
stoppage in the event of deport: 
athar. It.aleo asks fellow trade 
unionist: te réfuse to hende all 
work conmected with the deport- 
ation, at both Whitehall and the 
mir pcerh 

Such i cemmitment wes 
altogether too much for the 
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echan Withee: Tey caries Gul 10 
etfaciws orcpsgeide cet ion to eee 
to OTTERS A wes Weteag Wwith the 
Tose ace lave on ely Tey 
shouletight ther. 7 qeir craopeee me 
enrdisted pr ipareiy oT oe eine -aehlesg 
im plaisi to Cha gk chet 
th UA08S Wit fetipentpble wars ‘apo 
sible bodies. Theircact cn sorssted of 
had-haartad ‘mnments’ ot atta wicca 
were beck! dtlenced encocrataundhy 
piuinkpir ag, 

Bue. (ito Buresuccetic Scliire may 
alo meee Rit ceuth, Peay carcainty 
wihnet stop his plans, only Eowewer 
mob lie Sha imaustelal migat at tha 
worse ni class eae rst Febbit carn te be 
atoped oo chia tracks. Tig wnimagin 
etyvs, hak-earies ard bureayerat< ic 
teste of tha TU ell Gove to bea gupp 
opted: Far-ure to do go will fe wget by 
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NALGO executive wihro tried ta 
get tho resolution ferntted. 
Seeeches frorn the delagates of 
the London Metropolitan Orstrict, 
Wiltshire are Sirmingharn ars ed 
that the exeeutive was defeated 
and the resolution averwhelmingly 
earried. Idrish addressed the coant- 
arence, calling of delegates to 
turn their words inte action, and 
recelved a atanding ovation. These 
sucoesses: testified nat only to the 
work of the Oefenme Campaign, 
but algo to the growth of the 
NWALGO Black Workers Group, 
which earlter in the conference 
had fought a determined, al 
though unsuccesshal, battle for 
more thoroughycing measures. of 
nositive aetian and anti-racism 
within the unicn, 

Din the same Friday afternaon, 
several hurmdred miles away, the 


Te Fatt wind a2 an-excuse for giving 
up abiogettar, However, defence of pie 
trade u-iore is fer too ine portant to oe 
felts. Pe TL chlet. Meise mast 
orpgrige to Iairen hair oven caripsigr 
7 sbap TT abeis, 
[het probie 4.00 orgat se eine ve 
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lagsctees Of Token Grereris 1: 
Faliinanté themselves can get dame 
sed ving to orn ee-auppoct oo 
artian¢ they Ete are OT ol a ae oo 
bape tocaicw (he Ournagrests to 50 im 
off ed blame ihe menbeacs Sor heir 
iret et 

ia pet Teght.to ott Every 
uric, ene thy TUC, lo arcana re a 
one day ganerai strike toe mament 
Tesh = olarsy pea the ght of day a 
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High Court gave fdrish leave to 
appeal! against the Home Office 
deportation order. This maans the 
mmmecsiate threat is littid, Eeut cons 
nat diminish the ned for cantin- 
wed campaigning. There i now an 
Spportunity to comsolidate and 
extend the support, and explain 


whey trade ures should carnpaign 
agdinat all deportations, the immi- 
gration laws sine the Mathociality 


Act which gave rise to them. 


In their coming onslaught on 
the working class, the Tories-will 
undoubtedly increase their use of 
the racist laws to wereken working 
chass resistances, harassing and 
threatening Black mili tanty.at work 


and in the community. Already 


deportations ae running at a 
staggering 250 per month, ‘We 
shauid use the Idrish campaign to 
goeak for all those who cisapqiear 
unseen and unheard. Raprasent- 
atives Trom all cther cepo tation 
campaigns sheauld come to the 
demoardtaton on agntenGer 7? th 
A LOO members ahrould reach aut 
to other trade unionists and the 
black community, ordering, Tina 
cing anid publicising coaches far 
the damoratration. 


Far further detaiig of the Muhammad 


ldrigh Detenoe Commitiee contact 


| Garry Lowepoy, oy 

| 30 Anirobys Ad,, 

| Handsworth, 
Birmingham 21 


Graham Maid, 
G2 Badminster Parade 
Brista 3. 


fe the Tories are aside ta mill ore o° 
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re eaeree bodies lo calling an indefinite 
wires: Mine The moment Te] tri|s 
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Aureoacrats Hl stigger af goeh oro 
aracale, “Tae dich? vears aod of 
the mer iar they Will say — aot po 
ceed to send Lhoee members td sleep 
with ine owen uisehess scheeren, Mloss 
mibitante wld cect treat cl will Ge en 
prone fase to et the Terriers 
support, ‘Yet they keew too, from 
eetience, that then Gurosucrats d-aary 
processions car: Gurirnion we Ao sLimmart. 
They Know that Tabsitaw'll nat Take 
a blind bit-of erotics af therm: That 
mest that ar erarmaus amount ot 
ware by villitants mist be done fi 
ardar porsueds Te rank ord fle of 
the epoarance of “hede laws, wot tiey 
wee peg i practice ad why aston 
sce.rat ther ib aeachssary, [own] reer 
Fealdl sn mecings 41 shop Toor owe. 
wo presn bod-re Sece: sosterancns ta 
oplein The propoadis io miliecdie an 
activets aod if wll man 110 pre 
dyotenco? | eb ard atall-arguad 
bulletins aad factory capere teepot tha 
cooncdacrogs, To cto ocheany se wil Be to 
jc Tebbi te manech ie ireorts be 
the rank ard Pin raise (Reragieat oo 
tor 2 fight agairarchesa laws. ther i 
cat br thay nab Taba t, who put the 
buredierate io Their oc Sce 
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Sead £3.80 to the adoress Gelor ara 
receke fi ive af ioe meager. 


Boke cheges or POs papaiile toe 
Markers fewer ard reno te 


Markers Poser, 
Bnet Freee, 
Landon MCh a 





